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AFGHANISTAN! That was what it called its base in Kanamma, Yobe State. It uses guerrilla tactics as

a means of doing devilish things, yet it professes Godliness.

Drive-by and ride-by sporadic shooting of police of�cers and innocent passers-by have become

another way of wreaking havoc.

Bombs have recently come in handy; and bombs are being deployed with maximum

effectiveness.

This is the world of Boko Haram, the Islamic fundamentalist sect that appears to be fast replacing

the militants of Niger Delta.

It was for this reason that top politician, Sir Tunde Olowu, pejoratively told Sunday Vanguard that

“the Federal Government should create a special ministry, in the mould of the Niger Delta Ministry,

to handle the scourge that has become Boko Haram”. So much for a solution!

Yet, there are questions, many questions that need answers: How did it come about? Who are the

sponsors? How did Boko Haram grow from strength to strength? Why has it been dif�cult for the

authorities to clamp down on the sect members? Where do they get their support?

How do the members operate?

There are frightening scenarios that are playing out daily.  And, whereas the military defeated Boko

Haram last year, the sect members regrouped after the killing of its founder.  Today, one Abubakar

Shekau, Yusuf’s former deputy, is said to be in charge.
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The members of this sect do not spare royalty or religious leadership. Take: On May 30, this year,

suspected members of the sect shot dead Abba Anas Umar Garbai El-Kanemi, the younger

brother of the Shehu of Borno, Alhaji Abubakar Ibn Umar Garbai El-Kanemi. Also, a renowned

Islamic Scholar, Shiekh Ibrahim Gomari, amongst other religious scholars, was also shot by the

sect members in front of his mosque in Gomari Airport ward in March.

For policemen and law-abiding citizens in Maiduguri, Borno State, the fear of being targets of

drive-by shooters is now commonplace. In addition, most citizens now avoid clustering around. 

Even those who go to the markets now do their buying in a very brisk manner.  These, for the

incremental fear members of Boko Haram!

Consider this trail of deaths and destruction!

Prior to the events of July 2009 when the sect’s notoriety waxed strong, its members had been

involved in dastardly incidents in Yobe in 2003 and in Kano in 2004. In April 2007, 10 policemen

and a divisional commander’s wife were killed in an attack on the police headquarters in Kano.

On November 13, 2008, Muhammed Yusuf was arrested following an attack on a police station in

Maiduguri, in which, 17  of his followers were killed. On January 20, 2009, he was granted bail by a

High Court judge in Abuja. This was to be an error.

On October 7, 2010, the members stormed a federal prison in Bauchi and set free hundreds of

their members as well as other inmates and threatened reprisals against those they accused of

persecuting their members. Obviously, the military did not defeat Boko Haram last year when a

�ve-day long clash ended with the alleged extrajudicial execution, in police custody, of Ustaz

Yusuf.

Although scores of the militants were killed or wounded, several also escaped, simply melting into

the surrounding environs.

The uprising actually began in Bauchi State on July 26, 2009 when several hundred Boko Haram

adherents launched an attack on the Dutsen Tanshi Police Station. This attack failed, with reports

of at least 50 people being killed.

During the next four days, the group carried out further attacks, with gun battles between

members of the sect and the police being reported throughout Bauchi, Kano, Yobe and Borno

states.

The worst of the violence occurred in Maiduguri, where the group had again relocated from its

Yobe base. (See Box For Catalogue of Carnage)
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Unto them, a child was born

On January 29, 1970, a boy was born into the Yusuf family; the name, Mohammed. But,  some 32

years later, Mohammed put to bed his own baby, a brand of Islamic sect.

With four wives and 12 children, plus Mohammed himself, making 17, this number was indeed,

enough to begin a crusade.

His background could not have suggested the output which Yusuf engendered.  Born to parents

said to be of humble disposition, he acquired a degree through Western education which his

group, Boko Haram – Boko, meaning “Animist, Western or Islamic education and the Arabic word

Haram �guratively meaning, “sin” (literally forbidden) – so heavily loathes.

The group, which seeks the imposition of Sharia in the northern states, believes that Western or

non-Islamic education is a sin. It became known following the sectarian violence in 2001 and

became even more active in 2002. Its leaders are Yusuf and Mallam Sanni Umaru – the former has

since been killed.

Boko Haram opposes not only Western education, but Western cultural and modern science as

well. In a 2009 BBC interview, the late Yusuf, their leader, stated that the belief that the world is

sphere is contrary to Islam and should be rejected, along with Darrorism and the theory that the

rain comes from water evaporated by the sun.

Founded in 2002 in Maiduguri, the group soon found Kanamma in Yobe State, a better abode and,

therefore, moved base, like Rev. Jim Jones of the Guyana Tragedy fame.

The beginning of a crusade

Then a rag-tag group of zealots, the members of the sect used to attack nearby police posts, killing

police of�cers in the process.

The late Ustaz Yusuf was hostile to democracy and secular education. In his time, he vowed that,

“this war that is yet to start would continue for long”, if the political and educational system was

not changed.

Before Yusuf, there was the Maitatsine movement which caused more loss of life in Maiduguri and

Kaduna in October 1982 and in Yola in February and March 1984.

How members are recruited

Before his death, Yusuf claimed to have no fewer than 3,000 students.His followers were said to
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include university lecturers and students as well as illiterate, jobless youths. They wore long

beards, red or black headscarves and refused to use Western-made goods. All those who did not

subscribe to the sect’s strict interpretation of Islam were regarded as in�dels. This included not

only Christians but also the majority of Nigerian muslims, who follow the moderate Maliki school

of Sunni Islam.

Recruitment for membership into Boko Haram is based on indoctrination. The leaders try to

persuade people who are willing to join the group. Apart from some of their members who are

not Nigerians, the majority of their memers are northerners, who are overzealous for Islamic

knowledge and  they are very sccretive about their membership.

A con�ict resolution expert, Rev. Oladimeji Ladi Thompson, revealed that at least 26 sects in the

mould of Boko Haram exist in the country and have links with some highly-placed government

of�cials and other powerful members of the society.

Boko Haram has members who are dedicated and loyal. Among them are said to be uniformed

men, doctors, lecturers, lawyers, and bankers etc. The reason for members in diverse �elds of life

is that they want to be adequately informed about everything, so as not to be taken unawares and

for the smooth-running of their operations. To keep the loyalty of their members, they are

indoctrinated about the beliefs of the group and dedication and commitment to the group, is

highly rewarded in terms of material gains and money.

Their latest attack in Bauchi State which was seven hours after the inauguration of the state

governor was a blow to military authorities in the state.

Reports have it that apart from Borno State, Bauchi State has the next largest membership of the

sect.  It also represents the next most attacked state aside Borno. For the May 29 bombing, the

members wanted to prove a point that they were unstoppable in their mission to destroy lives. 

The Chief of Army Staff, Lieutenant- General A.O. Ihejirika, con�rmed to newsmen at the 33

Artillery Brigade, that 13 persons were killed, while 40 others were injured, describing it as act of

terrorism.

Boko Haram in Bauchi, Kano & Plateau

The Boko Haram uprising, July 2009 spilled over to Wudil, 28 kilometres north of Kano, leaving in

it wake death of three  police of�cers while several others escaped with injury after a botched

attempt to raze the Divisional Police Station. The alleged masterminded of the  attack on the police

station was identi�ed by the police as Salisu Al Amin, who has his operational base in Sabon Gari

Wudil on the Wudil–Gaya highway.
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The police told reporters that they lost ‘two AK ri�es, while 133 suspects were picked up during

the combat operation that lasted two hours. Sunday Vanguard recalled a chat with One

AbdulMumuni Ibrahim Muhammad, who identi�ed himself as the leader of the group of 33.  He

shocked curious reporters when he said “we are �ghting westernization to protect adulteration of

Islam”.

Interestingly, the police, while revealing the identities of those arrested, declared thus: “they are

learned in both Western and Arabic education. They had special chewing stick, and consumption

of date is giving priority above any food by the group”.

AbdulMumuni Muhammad, who exhibited no sign of remorse over the action of the militants,

blamed “the moral decadence in the society on the in�ltration of Western values.”  The action of

Boko Haram sect in Wudil compelled the then Kano State Government to swiftly demolish the

operational headquarters of the sect leader in Kano, Salisu Al Amin in Wudil.

This same type of message was sent to leaders and members of a sect known as Darusalam in the

sleepy town of Mokwa, Niger State. On August 15, 2009, the enclave of the religious sect was

raided by the Police.  About 4,000 members including males, females and children were rounded

up by the police led by the state Commissioner of Police, Mr. Michael Zuokumor.

The operation was neat. No life was lost. No injury was sustained but the mission was

accomplished.  Immediately after dislodging them, they were relocated to Mokwa Local

Government Area and kept under the surveillance of the Niger State Government from where

investigations were carried out on the members.

The leader, Amrul Bashir Abdullahi started the sect with only 12 “Disciples” in 1993 and found its

way to Masha village in Mokwa Local Government Area  for settlement. They were said to have

migrated from Kano to Niger  State.

After approaching the villagers to be given a space for settlement and farming, they were obliged

and given a vast land for their use not knowing their real mission.

Within a month, the leader of the sect left Masha village for a virgin land within the community

and named the village, Darul-Islam meaning the land of Islam.

The reason for their movement, according to the leader, was to live a ‘pure” life devoid of any

social amenities that stand to pollute or corrupt his members.

At the time of their arrest, the membership had grown from  12 to almost 4,000.
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However, unlike the present Boko Haram, leader of the Darul-salam sect said they are not against

Western education or the use of orthodox medicine, saying, “our own way of life is to practice

Islamic religion undiluted and keep off from the society which is already polluted.”

Nigerians among the members were transported back to their states while those from the

neighbouring countries were ferried back to their countries with all expenses taken care by the

Niger State Government.

Meanwhile, the Christmas Eve bombings and subsequent attempts to bomb some places in Jos,

the Plateau State capital, which many believe had the trappings of the Boko Haram sect, have

created security consciousness in individuals and organisations in the state.

Many institutions now use metal detectors to frisk people carrying bags and subject vehicles to

thorough search before they are allowed entry. For instance, vehicles entering the different

campuses of the University of Jos are stopped and their booths searched before they are cleared

to go in, a measure adopted by some other establishments.

Similarly, many churches in the state now discourage people from attending services with bags.

Ladies carrying bags are made to open them and their contents frisked while some churches have

created special stores outside the church hall for people to drop their bags.

Generally, there had been increased security consciousness among residents such that anyone

carrying bags or other heavy things are watched suspiciously to ensure that they are not out for

mischief.

Some security of�cers spoken to con�rmed that there had been a security alert across their

formations since the recent bombing at the police headquarters in Abuja as it had become clear

that the group could strike anywhere.

The mode of operation of these dreaded Islamic sect varies, which depends on the different

tactics they feel would effectively carry out their attacks. In Yobe State, �ghters reportedly “used

fuel-laden motorcycles” and “bows with poison arrows” to attack a police station.

Recently in Bauchi State, there was palpable tension following rumours that members of the Boko

Haram sect are planning to attack certain designated areas in the state. Public gatherings such as

in  churches, market places and beer parlours are alleged to be their targets. This rumour has

restricted manypeople from keeping late nights and staying indoors.
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When contacted over the alleged rumour, the Bauchi Police Public Relations Of�cer (PPRO),

Mohammed Barau, said the police were not aware of such a development, adding, however,  that

security has been beefed up in the state, to ensure the security of lives and property.

Last Thursday, in a move that is being described as conciliatory, the police disclosed that the

policemen responsible for the alleged extra-judicial killing of Ustaz Yusuf, would be arraigned for

trial next month.

With additional reports from Taye Obateru, Jos; Wole Mosadomi, Minna; AbdulSalam Muhammad,

Kano; Ndahi Marama, Maiduguri, & Suzan Edeh, Bauchi.

All rights reserved. This material and any other digital content on this platform may not be

reproduced, published, broadcast, written or distributed in full or in part, without written

permission from VANGUARD NEWS.
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market indicators dro...

Nigerian Stock Exchange capitalisation bows to sell pressure, down by N69bn

NSE: Julius Berger records highest price gain of 9.87 per cent
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OWEI LAKEMFA

Terrorism, like world, without end
NIGERIANS, and indeed Africans may not be jubilating as Syria, Tuesday, moved towards ending
its civil war. It took a �...

READ MORE

SOBOWALE ON BUSINESS

Will the last investor on the NSE please put out the lights?
WHEN in 2016 the forecast of a continuous decline in stock prices was made, a friend asked me
when it will end and a rec...
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Digging up wealth in the South, burying them in the North

oshodi apapa : the situatiooshodi apapa : the situatio……
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Under Buhari in the 1980s, Nigeria expelled Ghanaians – giving rise to the Ghana-Must-Go epithet.
Now, as fate would hav...
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MMIA: Passenger torture from arrival hall to car park!
By Henry  Boyo THE Murtala Muhammed International Airport, which was commissioned over 40
years ago, remained, Nigeria’s...
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The return of barbarians (1)
It is undemocratic to use instruments of state power to harass the press and intimidate individuals
for being critical o...
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Professor Dame Elizabeth Nneka Anionwu (2)
Always be con�dent about both your strengths and weaknesses. There’s often solutions to our
problems, and to the differ...
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