
 

 

Lagos This Day 10 December 07 

Reuben Buhari: “Islamic Body Seeks Release of Suspected Al-Qaeda Members” 

The Federal Government has been urged by the Supreme Council for Shariah in Nigeria (SCSN) to call the State 

Security Services (SSS) and other security agencies in the country to order over the recent reported claims by the 

SSS on the presence of Al-Qaeda cells in Kano, Kaduna, Borno and Yobe States, and urged for the release all those 

arrested in connection with the report. 

 

The group also argued that the report was part of activities designed to discredit Islam and Muslims in Nigeria saying 

that, "implicit in the definitive assertion is a mischievous attempt at wholesale stereotyping and slander of Islam and 

Muslims, typical of western governments and their media, since 9/11. 

 

"Unfortunately, similar jaundiced expressions seem to be gaining ground in Nigeria, in our government agencies, 

through some key public functionaries who are pursuing parallel agenda, clearly aimed at employing the machinery of 

state to victimize and terrorize Muslim organizations and individuals, a typical case of giving a dog a bad name to 

justify hanging it." 

 

Secretary-General of the SCSN, Alhaji Nafiu Baba-Ahmed, who spoke at a joint press conference in Kaduna on 

behalf of other Muslims groups, also asked the National assembly to, "re-examine the unconstitutional and 

unreasonable definition of acts of terrorism in Section 2 of the Prevention of Terrorism Act, 2006 which is a replica of 

Section 15 of the Act."  

 



According to Baba-Ahmed, the persons who are said to belong to Al quaeda who the SSS arrested are just "ordinary 

people" who are victims of a set up explaining that, "what the SSS said is a lie. We got our lawyers to interview two of 

the accused persons arrested in Kawo, Kaduna. It was a set up. The SSS set them up. They are ordinary people. 

One of them is a tailor.  

   

"We believe the timing of the claim by the SSS, coming barely a fortnight after a similar claim by the out-going British 

High commissioner and the very week when Mr. John Negroponte, US Deputy Secretary of State, was in Nigeria to 

cajole our government to support the American sinister plan to establish AFRICOM, could not have been 

coincidental.  

 

"Rather, it is a premeditated design to lend credence to the sinister agenda of America to establish AFRICOM and 

legitimize acts of impunity by the SSS against Muslim scholars and organizations. "We re deeply disturbed by the 

penchant of our security agencies and other Federal Government parastatals for blindly accepting and parroting the 

American script, by demonizing and slandering Nigerian Muslims and their faith."  

 

Some other Muslim groups who were represented at the press briefing were, the Movement for Islamic Culture and 

Awareness [MICA], National Council of Mulim Youth Organizations [NACOMYO], Muslim Sisters Organization [MSO] 

and NASFAT, among others.  

   Osama Bin Laden’s men are here and are targeting vital installations in the oil sector, airports and hotels for 

attacks. 

   Al-qaeda network of terrorists, which is fast expanding to many countries of the world, has arrived Nigeria. Osama 

bin Laden’s men are not only here but are already targeting some major installations, particularly in the oil industry for 

attack and destruction. Their alleged main sponsor has also been identified as Ahamed Idris Nasreddin, the 

proprietor of the Jos, Plateau State–based Nasco Group. 

   The National Intelligence Agency [NIA] has already raised an alarm of plans to attack vital installations in the oil 

industry and some of the country’s airports. 

   A report based on the investigation conducted on NASCO Group by NBC News based in the United States said 

that avid lovers of the sport of Polo in Nigeria would be shocked to discover that funds for the annual Nasco Polo 

tournament in northern Nigeria, emanate from "terrorism financier." So also would many Nigerians, who love 

consuming the popular Nasco Cornflakes. Though not yet indicted directly by the Nigerian government, Newswatch 

learnt that the funds he pumped into terrorist organizations round the world could not have escaped the notorious 

Taliban militia group scattered around Nigeria. The UN and the United States allegedly list Nasreddin as a terrorism 



financier. The United States named the company as a financier of al-Qaeda terrorist network in 2002. The G7 

designated Nasreddin as a terrorist financier on April 19, 2002, and the United Nations did likewise on April 24, 2002. 

   Consequently, according to the Office of International Information Programs, US Department of State, the United 

States Treasury Department, in conjunction with relevant countries froze the accounts of many companies Nasreddin 

owned. Foremost among these are Akida Bank and Al-Taqwa Bank. These banks are not conventional functional 

banking institutions. Both banks share the same address in the Bahamas but the Bahamian government has since 

revoked their licenses. 

   Bank Al-Taqwa, established in 1988 with heavy support from the Muslim Brotherhood terrorist group lists Nasreddin 

as its director. In 1977, Hamas, a Palestinian militant group, reportedly moved $60 million into Al-Taqwa bank 

account. In October 2000, Bank Al-Taqwa appeared to be providing a secret line of credit to a close associate of 

Osama bin Laden. Apart from giving financial assistance to al-Qaeda, Al-Taqwa Bank also provides financial security 

to other militant groups including Islamic Salvation Front and Armed Islamic Front both based in Algeria and An-

Mahda based in Tunisia. 

   He also owns Hotel Nasco in Italy, Akida Bank Private Limited, Akida Investment Company Limited, 

Nasreddin Group International Holding Limited, Nasco Nasreddin Holding A.S. Others are Nascotex S.A., Nasreddin 

Foundation, Ba Taqwa for Commerce and Real Estate Limited, Miga-Malaysian Swiss, Gulf and African Chamber, 

Gulf Center S.R.I, Nascoservice S.R.L., Nasco Business Residence Center, Nasreddin Company Nasco and 

Nasreddedin International Group Limited Holding. With the exception of Hotel Nasco, the accounts of these 

companies have been frozen. 

   But, Nasco Nigeria’s accounts were not frozen. Nasco Nigeria denied Nasreddin owns the conglomerate. 

Admittedly, the company said in a paid advertorial, Nasco Nigeria is owned by investors consisting of Nasreddin but 

denied having any links with Bank al-Taqwa and Amana Holdings. However, Nasco Nigeria’s company records at the 

Corporate Affairs Commission, Abuja proved otherwise. The record lists Nasreddin’s son as chairman. 

   Even as Nasreddin himself denies any involvement in terrorism, two-thirds of Nasco Nigeria’s shares are owned by 

Amana Holdings. Amana Holdings have its headquarters in Panama, Central America. In Panama, records there 

reveal that president of Amana Holdings is Nasreddin. E.E. Emohe, a spokesman for the Nigeria Embassy in 

Washington, United States, said Nasreddin indeed owns Nasco Nigeria. "He is well known. He is actually the major 

shareholder in Nasco", he said. Yet, Nasco Nigeria was not sanctioned. US investigators said Amana Holdings, which 

owns majority of the shares owned by Nasreddin, is not designated as a Nasreddin asset. 

   Newswatch learnt this is not unconnected with the ambiguity clouding the ownership of the company. Therefore, 

this makes it hard to enforce international sanctions because it is unclear who really owns and benefits financially 

from the company. 



   In addition, some important structures are marked down for bombing by the Al-Qaeda group in Nigeria. These 

includes the Lagos and Abuja International airports, embassies and high commissions of top Western nations, 

especially United States and Britain, highbrow restaurants and nightclubs and upscale shopping malls are 

threatened. 

   This account confirms why the United States’ embassy issued a warning to its citizens to avoid shopping at Mega 

Plaza, a highbrow shopping mall owned by an Israeli on Victoria Island in December 2003.The terrorist plan was to 

attack Mega Plaza between two and four on Saturday afternoon. Those hours were the peak hours when a strong 

presence of Americans and Europeans at the Plaza is guaranteed. However, the State Security Service, [SSS], and 

members of the Nigerian Police mobilized pre-emptive forces on receipt of the intelligence report and protected the 

target. The plan was, therefore, aborted. Despite the fact that the attack did not take place, the Mega Plaza got burnt 

in 2004. "Though the attack did not take place… it shows that Nigeria is very vulnerable and could still become a 

target for terrorist attacks from international terrorist organizations," said Ambassador Uche Okeke, the director 

general of Nigeria Intelligence Agency, [NIA]. 

   Newswatch investigations also revealed that highbrow restaurants and nightclubs to be hit are those with mainly 

foreign clientele. This is because the militants belief the terrorist attack would be considered a great success if many 

Westerners are killed. Moreover, the airports were considered because of its porous security measures. The two 

airports are arguably the busiest on the African continent; almost everyday, nationals from all walks of life pass 

through them. 

   The likelihood of a terror attack on Nigeria found strong support from recent revelations by intelligence sources in 

the country. Okeke made this revelation at a seminar titled Global Terrorism, October 12, at the Defense 

Headquarters in Abuja, that form the intelligence reports gathered, it is pertinent to let Nigerians "know that the 

activities of Algerian terrorist groups and indeed, al-Qaeda in Nigeria have been confirmed by several reliable 

sources", Okeke did not mince words in revealing these sources either. 

   In July, Libyan authorities notified the Nigerian intelligence agencies of the arrest of an al-Qaeda operative in Tripoli 

who had some vital information relating to the security of Nigeria. Consequently, NIA operatives interrogated the 

arrested al-Qaeda operative in Tripoli, Libya. The operative told the Libyan and the Nigerian authorities that he was 

sent by the al-Qaeda organization to Nigeria in late 2003. His mission was to identify a number of targets for a terror 

attack. He concluded his mission in late 2004. In October 2004, the al-Qaeda operative sent his findings to 

Afghanistan through a Nigerian whom he recruited while on his spying mission in the country. The Nigerian recruit 

successfully delivered the al-Qaeda operative’s message to al-Qaeda contacts in Afghanistan. On his return journey, 

he was arrested in Pakistan. 



   Though, Okeke did not divulge further details of the confessions of the arrested operative, Newswatch gathered 

that the suspected al-Qaeda operative gave a detailed inventory of likely targets. 

   Shortly before the al-Qaeda operative was arrested in Libya, the United State Embassy in Nigeria took actions that 

lent credence to the reality of a terrorist threat in Nigeria. Regularly, the US issues travel warning to its citizens about 

Nigeria. However, the one issued on May 20, was unique because it added that there were concerns about the 

presence of groups and individuals linked to international terrorism in the country. On June 16, the US embassy shut 

its Lagos office abruptly and evacuated its staff. Subsequently, a statement was issued. It said "The US Consulate in 

Lagos will close, beginning from 3.00p.m June 16, because of security issue of mutual concern to the United States 

Mission in Nigeria and the government of Nigeria. This security issue is being addressed with the help and close 

collaboration of relevant Nigerian authorities." 

   Similarly, the British Deputy High Commission, and embassies of Germany, Italy, Finland, Russia, Sweden, India 

and Lebanon and The Netherlands on Walter Carrington Crescent, Victoria Island, closed their embassies and 

evacuated their staff. Earlier, on May 10, John Campbell, the United States Ambassador to Nigeria, said the United 

States 9/11 Commission revealed in 2004, that terror attacks were possible in Nigeria because Osama bin Laden had 

called for a violent resistance to the federal government. 

   In 2003, Osama bin Laden sent a recorded tape to al-Jazeera television, an Arab television based in Dubai, in 

which he listed Nigeria amongst 18 other countries as ready for jihad. Sixteen of these countries have been attacked 

including England, Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco and Saudi Arabia. Nigeria remains one out of the remaining countries yet 

to be attacked. 

   Washington Post, a leading US publication, said last year that the next hotbed of Al-Qaeda’s radicalism is Nigeria. It 

also pointed out that bin Laden had sent emissaries to Nigeria in an effort to unite Islamicgroups under the umbrella 

of al-Qaeda. 

   Princeton Lyman, a United States intelligence expert and former ambassador to Nigeria, told Christian 

Broadcasting Network, [CBN], an American television station, that investigation had shown that after the dreaded 

Middle East terrorist group, Al-Qaede was chased out of Afghanistan, it has shifted base to Nigeria where its 

influences is growing steadily. Lyman said that the investigation conducted by the United Nations uncovered 

surreptitious training camps of militant group affiliated to al-Qaeda in Nigeria. Shedding more light, the former 

ambassador said Nigeria was particularly appealing to Al-Qaeda because of a mix of many factors. 

   Firstly, Nigeria is a major plank of the United States’ economy based on crude oil trade. Lyman said "20 per cent of 

the new oil coming on the market over the next decade is going to come from West Africa, and US companies alone 

are going to be investing about $50 billion up and down West Africa. Nigeria is a major part of that." Depriving the 

West of major oil supplies has been a major part of Al-Qaeda’s terror tactics since the September 11, 2001. Terrorist 



attack on United States and other places lent credence to Lyman’s message. Experts believe that by hitting oil targets 

in major oil countries, terrorists can hit the US and its Western allies economically. 

   Secondly, Lyman and Nigeria’s large concentration of Muslims makes bin Laden confident of attacking large 

number of radical Muslims. Nigeria is the ninth most populous country in the world and consists of 60 million Muslims. 

This represents the largest concentration of Muslims in a country anywhere in the world. Though India and China also 

have populous populations, they have lesser number of Muslims. Likewise does Saudi Arabia. 

   At a briefing of the US Congress by the Central Intelligence Agency, [CIA], it pointed out that fanatical Islam is 

attracting a huge number of people from Nigeria’s Muslim Community. When the United States was hit in 2001, many 

Muslims openly rejoiced on the streets in the northern parts of the country. The CIA said that such rise of religious 

extremism has made Africa’s most populous nation a breeding groupfor international terrorists. 

   A homegrown Islamic sect known as the "Talibans" has been lending credence to this by staging a series of attacks 

on government offices and police stations in remote villages in the northern states of Yobe and Bornu States. 

This group is also calling for the imposition of an Islamic state. It reportedly has links to international terrorist 

organizations. 

   In September 2004, a report from Borno State revealed a militant Islamic group, wearing red bandanas and crying 

"Allahu Akbar" meaning God is Great, killed seven people in the state. The police commenced a manhunt for 

this group numbering about 40. Again, they attacked two police stations and made away with looted ammunition. The 

Taliban group had earlier attacked several police stations in Yobe State claiming that they wish to set up 

an Islamic government in Nigeria. 

   In another incident, militants carrying a flag with an Islamic symbol abducted three police officers, including a 

female constable. In another separate incident, seven civilians were killed in a siege on the town of Bama and 

Gworza, which were 40 kilometers apart in Borno. 

   Chris Alakpe, then the police spokesman in Abuja, said he believed the militiamen had crossed the border from 

neighboring Niger. However, some of the Taliban members were killed and some arrested in a raid by the police, 

September 22, 2004. Nevertheless, police said most of them managed to escape to neighboring countries like 

Cameroon. There, they regrouped and broke up into smaller units and later infiltrated Nigeria again. So now, apart 

from northern Nigeria, the Taliban group has cells in Oyo, Kwara, Ogun and Lagos states in the Southwest. In Lagos, 

the group has follower ship in Agege, Mushin, Ijora, CMS and Obalende. 

   In Mushin, an undergraduate student, who also won the national koranic recitation competitions a few years ago, 

was one of the members of the Taliban shot dead in the military onslaught on the group. 



   Unconfirmed report has it that the militia groups in the Niger Delta get support from foreign militia groups. This 

might not be unconnected with al-Qaeda’s resolve to upset the flow of Nigerian crude oil to Western world. 

   Charles Taylor, the former Liberian leader exiled to the country in 2003, has been accused of collusion with al-

Qaeda. Taylor allegedly harbored some al-Qaeda operatives implicated in the bombings of the American embassies 

in Kenya and Tanzania inside his residence in Monrovia between 1998 and 1999. 

   The methods of operation of the Taliban soldiers followed an accurate pattern often employed by trained militants. 

They chose to excommunicate themselves from the outside world by living in the mountains in Ngoshe hills of Gwoza 

town in Gwoza Local Government area of Borno State. The site is strategic. The caves in the hills are high and 

afforded an easier aerial view of anyone approaching from all sides. Besides, their warfare and weaponry are 

sophisticated. M.Y Ibrahim, a colonel, who led the crackdown on the militia group, said, "I was amazed at the courage 

of the Talibans and the professional manner in which they carried out their operations." 

   Recently, on May 12, militants burnt houses in Plateau State. In Wuse, they razed a house while the occupants 

were out and threatened Christians returning to their homes after their raids. This attack was carried out to frighten 

Christians in the state to flee to pave way for a government based on strict Islamic law. 

   When some of the Taliban groups were apprehended September 22, 2004, many rounds of ammunitions, the Holy 

Koran and other documents were found with them. A register containing 54 names of members was also found. So 

also many satellite phones were found in their possession. Newswatch findings show this militia group comprises 

children of influential Nigerians. One of those arrested in the crackdown on the Talibans in Borno is a son of a former 

secretary to the Federal Government under one of the past military dictatorships in the country. 

   He initially hid from the security operatives in a cave for many days, only surviving by eating grass. Thinking the 

security operatives at the base of the hills might have stopped surveillance activities; he emerged from the caved 

disguised as a mentally deranged person. But, the alert security personnel still hiding beneath the hills arrested him. 

Reports said he has been arrested after the Yobe operation and handed over to security personnel in Lagos. 

Somehow, he managed to regain his freedom. 

  As fallout of these, a positive attitudinal change has occurred in the minds of some Nigerians, especially Muslims 

extremists. Al-Qaede and bin Laden seem entrenched on the minds of some Nigerians who see him as a hero. Shirts 

and posters bearing the name of Osama bin Laden has been seen in some Nigeria streets and markets mostly in the 

northern cities of Abuja, Kano, Kaduna, Borno, Sokoto, Jigawa, Yobe, Adamawa and Taraba. 

   Some parents have taken their heroism to another level by naming their babies after the Saudi born fugitive. A 

nurse at one hospital in a Northern city reportedly said "this is a season of bin Laden babies where fathers who 

regard him as hero name their children after him for his perceived bravery and undaunted ness." Similarly, it was 



reported that a missing mother in Calabar, Cross River State fled her matrimonial home in protest against the naming 

of her newly born baby after Osama bin Laden by her husband. The woman, a Christian, decided to divorce her 

Muslim husband for naming her child after "the most wanted man in the world."  But the husband insisted his son’s 

name is Osama bin Laden. 

   The Muslim-dominated north of Nigeria maintains close contacts with the rest of the Islamic world, and plays host to 

many clerics from Saudi Arabia, Iran and elsewhere. Reports, however, link the Saudi Kingdom as the origin of the 

Wahhabi’s train to Islam, which gave birth to Islamic fundamentalism. Wahhabi ideology is: "Do not accept their ways, 

and do not consider yourself as one of them. You only exist as a Muslim, existing as a Muslim alone with a mission to 

carry out jihad to drive out infidels. "Although Newswatch discovered Wahhabism is not officially stated in the 

curricula of many Koranic schools, it is included in fiery sermons of some Muslims clerics across Nigeria. 

   Charles Taylor, the former Liberian leader, exiled in Nigeria since 2003, is reportedly an al-Qaede agent living on 

Nigeria’s soil. Recently, a United Nations backed Sierra Leonean war crime tribunal alleged that Taylor has links with 

the Al-Qaeda. The court officials said that the major reason why Taylor is working with the group is to destabilize the 

entire West African sub-region. They maintained that the former Liberian leader’s involvement with al-Qaeda was 

enough to turn the sub-region into another training base in the mould of Afghanistan. 

   Briefing a closed session of the UN Security Council, Alan White, chief court investigator, alleged that Taylor was 

the mastermind of the assassination attempt on President Lansana Conte of Guinea, January 19. "Al-Qaeda has 

been in West Africa, it continues to be in West Africa, and Charles Taylor had harbored members of al-Qaeda which 

include those that took part in the attack on the U.S. embassies in Tanzania and Kenya. He harbored them in 1998, 

we have activities as late as April 6, 2005," he said. 

   However, some Nigerians remain convinced that the planned activities of al-Qaeda would not materialize. Ayodele 

Aderinwale, the executive director, Africa Leadership Forum, [ALF], said: "For Nigerian intelligence agencies to have 

admitted that there is the presence of terrorists in the country means a lot of covert activities have already been 

executed to prevent its occurrence. Though, terrorism has no boundary in today’s world…still the intelligence report 

being made public means the risk to the country has been reduced somewhat. Otherwise, the agencies would not 

have made such information public." 

   Government on its part advised Nigerians not to panic. General Alexander Ogomudia, the chief of defense staff 

said, "The aim of the Defense headquarters in organizing the two-day seminar on terrorism was to enlighten 

Nigerians on the need to be extra vigilant and for security agencies as well as stakeholders to brainstorm on the best 

way to tackle the problem whenever it rears its ugly head." 

   Ogomudia added: "The purpose is not to frighten Nigerians. Nobody should attach religion or ethnicity to it. It is 

happening all over, and around us. You can see it in Indonesia, Pakistan, Britain, America, Kenya and Tanzania. 



Who says it cannot happen in Nigeria. That is what we are saying and working to prevent. We should be able at the 

end of the day, to come out with ways of ameliorating the impact or casualty that could arise in the case of any such 

attack and what mode of counter terrorism and anti-terrorism measures to apply in any such event." Newswatch’s 

repeated efforts to get the SSS headquarters in Abuja to comment proved abortive. 

   The federal ministry of justice is already working at saving the situation. Bayo Ojo, the minister of justice, said the 

ministry intends to enact an anti-terrorism bill. "When passed, it will be known as an "Act" to provide for measures to 

combat terrorism and for related matters, to ensure that adequate safe-guards are put in place for prevention, 

prohibition, and financing of terrorism in Nigeria." Although the country has signed and ratified several conventions 

and protocols on the suppression of the financing of terrorism as well as on prevention and combating of terrorism, 

Ojo said, 

   "The Nigerian bill provides a comprehensive description of terrorist acts which capture most of the elements of 

terrorism recognized by the global anti-terrorism instrument." For instance, section 1 and 2 provides that any person 

who does or threatens to do an act preparatory to or in furtherance of an act of terrorism; or omits to do anything that 

is reasonably necessary to prevent an act of terrorism; or assist or facilitates the activities of persons engaged in an 

act of terrorism commits an offence." 

   Most Nigerians would want the federal government and appropriate authorities not to treat the report with levity. 

Claudio Anyaso, the counselor for public affairs, US embassy said, "There was a report done several years ago, as 

report done in the US on national security. It was a Congressional Committee that asked them to do the report. The 

report specifically looked at national security issues. The report was submitted and kept on the shelves. Nobody 

really took it seriously until 9/11." By then it was too late. 

	


