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In the ten years since 
9/11, during which 
the world increased 
the war on terrorism, 
Osama Bin Laden, 
leader of the dreaded 
terrorist organisation 
known as Al-Qaeda
may also have 
influenced the spread 
of the group and 
popularised acts of 
terrorism in Nigeria 
and other African 
countries

Bin Laden: Rallying
point of global terrorism
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S
upporters of Osama Bin Laden 
across the world were still numb 
with shock and disbelief even as 
at press time last week. Across the 
globe, security agencies braced up 

for an expected backlash by the Al-Qaeda
family and their collaborators worldwide 
as they recover from the rude shock and 
irreparable loss of the man regarded as the 
world’s most notorious terrorist. Indeed the 
Afghan Al-Qaeda last week raised doubt 
if he was the person killed by the United 
States, US, Navy SEALs in Pakistan. 
They requested for conclusive evidence. 
In Nigeria, security agencies reinforced 
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deployments and increased surveillance 
across the country, especially the flash 
points in the North.

In Kano, tension rose to a near-
detonating point as the news broke. By 
Tuesday, May 3 hordes of Christians 
swarmed the army barracks and police 
stations in the Sabon Gari area dominated 
by Christians and non-indigenes for fear 
of reprisal attacks by lovers of the master 
mind of the September 11, 2001 bomb 
attacks on the World Trade Center and 
the Pentagon, which claimed about 3,000 
lives and blew the myth of US invincibility. 
The Christians said they were afraid that 

there could be violent protests against the 
killing, which might lead to unpredictable 
consequences.

Musa Majiya, public relations officer 
of the Nigeria Police Force, Kano State 
Command, confirmed the police was 
inundated by distress calls by anxious 
non-indigenes afraid of the implications 
of Bin Laden’s death for their security in 
Kano. However, he was confident that the 
man’s death would not lead to security 
crisis in the ancient city. “Let everybody 
go about his or her normal businesses; 
the state is calm and safe. None of our 
plain-clothes officers deployed across the 
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state has reported people gathering to
protest the killing and no one has been
molested.”

At Abuja, heads of relevant security
agencies reacted immediately and
reinforced their deployments. Luckily
for them the deployments for the
April elections were still in place; this
made it easier to increase the level of 
surveillance seamlessly. At the force
headquarters in Abuja, Hafiz Ringim,
the inspector-general of police alerted
police commissioners across the states
and Abuja to brace up for any possible
threat to law and order in their domain.

O
lusola Amore, force public
relations officer, told TELL 
last Wednesday that the
police considered Bin
Laden’s death a significant 

security threat to Nigeria. “That’s
why we have sent alert to all the state
commands to put their men on alert and
to be up and doing. They are to cover all
mosques and churches, public buildings
and other places. We’re not expecting any
violent response, but at least we are putting
ourselves on alert in case of any unusual
response. We are imploring Nigerians not 
to fight another person’s war”. Asked what 
the feedback was from the commands at 

the end of last week, Amore said, “For
now everywhere is calm. Even Kano that 
we thought may be hot; there is no report 
from there of anything.”

Apart from Kano, security vigilance
was also raised to red in Borno, Bauchi,
Kaduna, Plateau, Niger, Nasarawa, Yobe
and Adamawa states. Asked if the alert 
level implied that Al-Qaeda has terrorist 
cells in Nigeria, as is highly suspected,
Amore said no; “Not that we have Al-
Qaeda cells in Nigeria. But we just know
that there may be some people who
would want to use the opportunity to use
people to foment trouble. So we just want 
to prepare ourselves so that we’ll not be
caught unaware.”

Marylyn Ogah, assistant director and
spokesperson for the State Security Service,
SSS, said the whole security agencies were
on the same wavelength on the issue. Like
Amore, she said that Bin Laden’s war is
not Nigeria’s war so Nigerians should
go about their lawful duties. According
to her, the entire security infrastructure
for the general elections was still intact 
as technically the elections are not over
until after inauguration. This made it a
near routine for the security agencies to
increase surveillance quietly in response
to Bin Laden’s death. On how the service
was able to pre-empt violent reactions
in Kano, she said the security agencies
have been unified by the April elections
and now worked in perfect harmony to
achieve the same purpose. This led to an
integrated defence strategy where each
organ functioned as part of a whole. She is
confident that there will not be any violent 

protests by Nigerians in support of the
slain Al-Qaeda kingpin as the necessary
precautions have been taken. But should
there be any, she says security operatives
are on top of the situation and would react 
appropriately to secure the nation.

Be that as it may, Nigerians have
every reason to be apprehensive of the
implications of the killing of Bin Laden
for the country. Ordinarily, this would not 
have been the case but both international
and local security agencies have confirmed
the presence of Al-Qaeda in some African
countries, including Nigeria. Indeed, Al-
Qaeda has in its own intelligence reports
assessed Nigeria as very strategic for
their operations and they have started
recruitment in Nigeria. In fact some security
agencies may have been speaking tongue-
in-cheek when they issue denials of the
presence of terrorist cells in the country.
This is because there is evidence to support 
the suspicion that Al-Qaeda may have
active franchise in Nigeria. The authorities
had in the past intercepted some accounts
said to have held money alleged to have
been transferred to some groups in Nigeria
from certain groups abroad believed to
have been under investigation for terrorist 
activities. The security forces at a time
discovered that Al-Qaeda Magreb, one of 
the groups believed to be an affiliate of the
terrorist organisation had infiltrated some
extremist groups in Nigeria. The nation’s
security forces took steps to cut the
links, after shared information with their
counterparts in other countries confirmed
their fears. Now they are working on their
files and fresh reports about activities

World Trade 
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of extremist groups and areas that are
vulnerable.

They have found out that Kano,
Borno and Bauchi states appear
strategic to the terrorist infrastructure in
Nigeria. The authorities are also said to
have discovered that recruitments and
operations seem to have centered in
these locations. On January 5, 2011,
Bunu Wasili, suspected financier of Boko
Haram, was arrested in Maiduguri with
91 other loyalists. Mohammed Abubakar,
the then commissioner of police in Borno
State, disclosed that terrible weapons of 
death and destruction were found in his
house: three giant fuel pumps, six bottles
of chemicals, daggers, towels and cassettes
containing sermons of late Mohammed
Yusuf.  Abubakar revealed that Wasili
further confessed that his six daughters
were all married to members of the sect.
Prior to this on December 24, 2010, the
sect set off two bombs in Maiduguri killing
four people, including a Baptist pastor and
two choir members of his church. The same
day, Boko Haram claimed responsibility
for bombings and church attacks, which
killed 38 people in Jos, Plateau State. In a
statement in their website, the sect insisted:
“We will continue with our attacks on
disbelievers and their allies, and all those
who help them.”

On January 4, 2011, US disclosed
that Al-Qaeda was the financier of the
Mogadishu December 31, 2010 bomb
attack in Abuja. The Federal Bureau of 
Investiagation, FBI, which conducted a
forensic analysis of the exhibits from the
bombing scene, said the preliminary report 
“conclusively found that the signature
of the bomb matched other blasts by the
terror network.”

Consequently, the Homeland Security
Department and Pentagon officials said
that Barack Obama has approved a
request by Nigeria for a permanent FBI
counter- terrorism unit in Nigeria. “Their
job in Abuja may now include preventing
these blasts through security coordination
and surveillance,” they said.

In December 2006, Mohammed
Ashafa, a Muhajirun (‘Nigerian Taliban’)
sympathiser from Kano, was charged with
receiving funds from two Pakistani Al-
Qaeda operatives to “identify and carry out 
terrorist attacks” on Americans in Nigeria,
and recruiting 21 fighters who were sent
for training with an unspecified Algerian
terrorist group suspected to be GSPC.

United States intelligence confirmed
the presence of Al-Qaeda in Nigeria since
2006. Some Nigerians are also alleged to

have received funding from Al-Qaeda.
For instance, on January 16, 2007 Media
Trust Limited was arraigned before a high
court in Abuja, accused of three counts
of terrorism. Mohammed Damagun, the
director and a Muslim cleric who was
described by prosecutors as belonging to
a group dubbed the ‘Nigerian Taliban’,
was charged with receiving funds from
Al-Qaeda, sending recruits abroad for
training, and aiding terrorist activities
within Nigeria.

A
ccording to Abdullahi Mikailu,
the prosecutor, Damagun,
whose business interests publishAAthe Daily Trust, Weekly Trust,
Sunday Trust, and Aminiya

newspapers, received $300,000 from Al-
Qaeda accounts in Sudan said to have
been transferred to his account number
2106795 at Habibsons Bank on St. James
Street in London “with the intent that the
said money shall be used in the execution
of acts of terrorism.”

He was also alleged to have sent three
young men – Nura Umar, Abdul Aziz

Hamza, and Mohammed Ibrahim – along
with 14 of their companions to receive
terrorism and other combat terrorism
training at the Ummul Qurah camp in
Mauritania, a West African country, which
has been battling the Salafist Group for 
Call and Combat, GSPC, a violent Algerian
insurgent group, whose leader, Abu Musab
Abdul Wadud, in 2006 formally pledged
allegiance to Al-Qaeda.

The prosecutor also accused Damagun
of providing a minibus, 30 loudspeakers,
and “various sums of money” to
Muhammad Yusuf, leader of the ‘Nigerian
Taliban’ who was earlier arraigned in
December 2006 for his ties to Al-Qaeda-
linked extremists in Pakistan. According to
the indictment, the resources were alleged
to have been delivered to “Taliban”
operatives in Maiduguri “to facilitate the
spread of extremism and various acts and
techniques of terrorism.” The ‘Nigerian
Taliban,’ which refers to itself as the
Muhajirun (“migrants”) movement, first 
appeared around 2003.

 In December 2006, Yusuf, a Maiduguri-
based imam who received equipment and

Yusuf: Caught
spying on American 
government
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funds, was himself arraigned on a five-count 
indictment of illegally receiving foreign
currency. However, the real underlying
crime may have been that he was caught 
spying on American government and
business offices and residences in Nigeria,
probably for operational reasons.

 In January 2007, Aminu Tashen-Ilimi,
another leader of the militant movement,
told Agence France-Presse, “Allah, the
almighty Lord, has authorised every
Muslim to fight to establish an Islamic
government over the world. One day it will
happen in Nigeria and everywhere.”

‘Nigerian Taliban’, now known as Boko
Haram first appeared in 2003 in Borno
and Bauchi states. It was believed to
have been instigated by political interests,
which eventually aided the rise to power
of some politicians. Why they are still very
active in those states today is attributed
to grievances they harbour against their
former sponsors who may have used and
dumped them.

Nigeria fully received global attention
as a viable resource centre for terrorism
in 2009 with the underwear bomber scare
in US. Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab, a
Nigerian, from a prominent and wealthy
family tried to blow up an Amsterdam-to-
Detroit Northwest Airlines Flight 253 on
December 25, 2009. Interestingly the US
security treated with levity the information
passed down by its embassy in Nigeria of 
distress reports by Farouk’s father who had
said that his son was acting funny.

Some Islamists are working to radicalise
northern Nigeria, which has also over the
years shown an affinity with the conflicts
and sentiments of the Middle East,
believing it to be Muslim solidarity. After
the dastardly 9/11 attack, which was widely

condemned by the rest of the world, some
people in the in that part of the country
showed open support for the terrorist 
attack. To further demonstrate their
admiration for Bin Laden, some parents in
the North named their sons Osama, after
Bin Laden. In one hospital in Kano where
the 9/11 disaster was celebrated joyfully,
seven out of ten babies delivered there
were named Osama.

T
his tendency led to an incident 
where a Christian lady from Cross
River State applied for divorce from
her northern husband because he
insisted on naming their son after

Bin Laden. Sadiq Ahmed, her husband
says of Bin Laden: “He is a hero who
taught Americans the lesson of their lives
that only Allah is invincible by exposing
America to shame despite its claim of 
being the strongest nation on earth.” His
wife, on the other hand, sees Bin Laden
as “a criminal with an inclination towards
shedding innocent blood.” The conflict 
between Ahmed and his wife is a metaphor
for the Nigerian dilemma.

Each time the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict reared its head; some people

are mobilised to demonstrate
against Israel in the North. When
Mahmoud Ahmedinejad, the anti-
American president of Iran visited
Nigeria July last year, thousands of 
people flooded Abuja from various
northern states to ‘welcome’
him. They lined the streets of 
Abuja, waving the Iranian flag in
solidarity. Shortly before or after,
container loads of arms were
shipped to the country from Iran
for which a Nigerian and an Iranian
were arraigned in court. When
some states launched the sharia
legal system in the North, youths
donned Bin Laden T-shirts with
his image at venues of the event 
to demonstrate their love for him
and his activities. Global defence

analysts see these as “pro-terrorism”
tendencies in the North. It also largely
accounts for the perception of Nigeria as a
volatile country.

The Sufi Brotherhood among the
Muslim Hausa and Fulani peoples has
long-standing ties with the Middle East.
They are, therefore, receptive to the
ministrations of Saudi-educated imams
who look down on more moderate
expressions of Islam.

Since 1999, Islamist tendencies in
Nigeria have taken on a political edge,
with some Muslims from the North feeling
sidelined, as they are no longer accorded
the automatic dominance they enjoyed
under British colonialism and post-
independence military rule. A US defence
analyst observes that, “it was in this context 
of Muslim political decline on the national
level that northern politicians began raising
– quite successfully – the banner of Sharia
to reinforce their positions.” It was this
same survival strategy that gave birth to
Boko Haram, which today has outgrown
its political sponsors and is networking with
the international terrorist network.

Assessing African continent’s potential
for terrorism, Abu Azzam, an Islamic
analyst observed, “This continent has an
immense significance. Whoever looks at 
Africa can see that it does not enjoy the
interest, efforts, and activity it deserves in
the war against the Crusaders (Christians).
This is a continent with many potential
advantages and exploiting this potential
will greatly advance the Jihad. It will
promote achieving the expected targets of 
Jihad. Africa is a fertile soil for the advance
of Jihad and the Jihadi cause”. As they
continue to be rooted out of Afghanistan,
Iraq, the Arabian Peninsula, Al-Qaeda
is seen to be relocating to Africa, which
appears helpless in resisting them due
to widespread poverty, corruption and
illiteracy. The boundary region between
Sub-Saharan Africa and North Africa,
known as the Maghreb is porous and
vulnerable and considered “especially

Ahmedinejad:
‘Welcomed’ in Abuja 
by ‘admirers’ from 
northern states 
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fertile for extremist penetration.” Nigeria is
at the vortex of this continental mix with
its near 50-50 Christian-Muslim population
ratio.

After the 9/11 feat, Bin Laden became
a Muslim super hero and the rallying
point of global Islamism and terrorism. In
2002, he urged Muslim faithful in Nigeria
and other African countries to overthrow
their governments. In 2008, Mike Okiro,
the then IGP, alleged that Bin Laden was
planning to bomb Nigeria. “The Al-Qaeda
network has threatened to attack Nigeria,”
he told his officers at Obudu Ranch Resort 
in Cross River State. He then charged
his commanders: “The AIG Surveillance
should intensify surveillance; while the CP
Airwing, CP border patrol and the CPs of 
all the commands should be on alert and
ensure these items do not pass through
their end.”

The attack did not come to pass but 
Boko Haram subsequently set the North
on fire as they turned Bauchi, Plateau and
Borno states into killing fields. One of the
US diplomatic cables released by Internet 
whistle-blower, WikiLeaks, revealed that 
US had intelligence on Boko Haram
activities. A cable dated June 29, 2009,
which originated from the Secretary of 
State, tagged “Nigeria-Extremists believed
to be planning a massive terrorist attack”
described leader of the sect, Yusuf, as
‘Nigerian Taliban’. It said the group was
operating with some extremist groups to
launch a massive attack on some critical
infrastructure, government officials,
security agents, and members of the public
who are opposed to its doctrines.

The cable also expressed US concerns
about recent activities surrounding
extremists associated with the ‘Nigerian
Taliban’. Yusuf was reportedly killed in
police custody on July 30, 2009, hours
after he was captured by security agencies.
Prior to his death, he was very defiant
and insisted “Democracy and the current 
system of education must be changed
otherwise this war that is yet to start would
continue for long.”

The cable released by WikiLeaks also
revealed that well-trained veteran Chadian
extremist, Abu-Mahjin, who has limited ties
to Al-Qaeda associates, also visited Nigeria,
probably, to facilitate the operation and
was seeking more funds for that purpose.
“This planned attack is reportedly aimed at
sparking sectarian clashes across Nigeria,”
stated the cable.

As President Goodluck Jonathan ends
his week-long Obudu retreat, he should be
sure of what his government’s response to

the possible fallouts from Bin Laden’s death
would be. Even the US State Department 
acknowledged last week that the killing of 
Bin Laden was more of a moral victory
than an end to the war on global terrorism.
Indeed, it is believed in security circles that
the terrorist establishment would react
but nobody knows when. Expectedly
US has issued travel alerts to its citizens
to forestall falling victims to retaliatory
attacks. The greatest terrorist threat to
the US is now considered to be the Al-
Qaeda franchise in Yemen, not even
the core group in Pakistan. The Yemen
branch masterminded the Abdulmutallab
Christmas 2009 bomb scare and nearly
detonated explosives aboard two US cargo
planes in 2010.

S
hehu Sani, president, Civil
Rights Congress of Nigeria,
who has written two books on
religious crisis in the North, says
Bin Laden’s death has many

implications for Nigeria. “His ideology has
influenced some people in our part of the
world, and it was clear that AbdulMuttallab
was also inspired by what Osama Bin
Laden has done. So we can say that his
killing may have no impact on stopping
the spread of his ideology. It is more of 
a moral victory than an end to terrorism
or the beginning of peace… I believe that
his ideology has become a virus of which
Osama himself could not control, and his
killing cannot stop the spread of it.”

He is one of those who do not believe
that there are terrorist cells in Nigeria yet,
and doubts if there is any link between
Al-Qaeda and Boko Haram. “But we’re
very vulnerable to such things in the sense
that our security networks do not have the

sophistication and the intelligence in
detecting such kind of thing. There are
young people that have been going
to the Middle East to get scholarship
to study there, and neither the
government nor the security agencies
have any data about them.”

According to Sani, “The basic
issues they have always used are
some contentious historical and
political events that have become the
reasons for them to pick up arms; like
the crisis in the Middle East, between
the Palestinians and the Israelis, and
the continuous killings perpetrated
by Western military bases in the
Arab world. I believe that once the
Palestinian-Israeli issue is addressed,
the world would have moved closer to
finding solution to stopping terrorism

because that issue has always been used as
reason for people to pick up arms.”

In Nigeria, the security agencies too,
think that his death will not change a
thing in the capacity of Al-Qaeda, as there
are competent successors to Bin Laden.
Luckily, the magazine gathered, inter-
agency cooperation has tremendously
improved and this is impacting positively
on the operational competence of security
outfits. But Nigeria needs to improve
on its anti-terrorism infrastructure and
the retraining of its operatives to match
the best in the world. What the US Navy
SEALs did in Pakistan is a challenge to the
Nigerian government to build competence
in line with global standards and motivate
the operatives enough to want to put their
lives on the line for the country. When it 
comes into effect, the anti-terrorism bill,
which has been passed by the two arms
of the National Assembly, is expected to
revolutionise the war against terrorism
by legalising the appropriate statutes and
sanctions. Many observers say why acts of 
terrorism are on the increase in the country
is that suspects arrested are later released
without being tried and convicted. So they
later return to violence believing nothing
will happen to them. For instance, since
1993 when the first Jos riots occurred till
date, nobody has been successfully tried
for the offences committed. Since Boko
Haram started its operation, none of the
arrested members has been convicted.
That is why some security men at times take
the law into their hands and execute high
profile suspects like Yusuf for fear he will be
released through political connections, and
turn around to witch-hunt operatives.

Additional report by
TAJUDEEN SULEIMAN.
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