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Camille Tawil: "Algerian Armed Islamic Group Imposes Islamic Veil, Threatens To Kill 
Those Who Fail To Perform Prayers Or Pay Zakat" 

Antar Zouabri, amir [leader] of the Algerian Armed Islamic Group [GIA], has announced 
that his group will pass the death sentence on Algerians who fail to perform the two 
[Islamic] duties of prayers and zakah [voluntary alms tax]. In his statement No. 49, he 
also announced that women will be forbidden to go outside their homes unless they 
wear the legal legitimate Islamic dress. 
In his 15 October statement, circulated by the GIA last Friday, Zouabri stressed that the 
GIA is "the only legitimate group" fighting the Algerian regime in Algeria, and hence it is 
responsible for applying the Shari'ah laws. In this context it announced a series of 
measures to be implemented by the GIA, such as: 

1. Calling on Algerians not to use Algerian courts for their litigation and, instead, "to 
refer to those in charge for their litigation or redress, by resorting to the GIA." 

2. Banning the use of attorneys. 

3. "Forcing everybody to perform the prayers and punishing them if they do not do so. 
Anyone who does not conform and fails to perform the prayers will be punished by 
death for his apostasy." 

4. "Forcing everybody to put aside the zakah and pay it to the GIA. The zakah should 
not be given to the apostates and enemies of God, and will be collected by force, and 
even by death, from anyone who does not conform." Zouabri (Abou Talhah) referred to 
the GIA's previous statements with regard to doing what is good and refraining from evil, 
which forbade smoking and "women from mixing with men." He said that "the GIA bans 
the Muslims' daughters and wives from going out without a veil and from indulging in 
obscenity and sin by showing their hair and faces.... They must not work, and neither 
must they study.... For those among them who will conform, all will be well and good, 
but for those who refuse to comply and whose hearts, ears, and eyes are impervious to 
God, death will be the punishment for their depravity." It is worth mentioning that the 
Taleban movement in Afghanistan has started implementing similar laws with regard to 
women who do not wear the Islamic veil and those who fail to perform the prayers or 
pay the zakah in areas under its control. Zouabri's statement, a copy of which was 
obtained by AL-HAYAH, was published in the AL-JAMA'AH bulletin, the GIA's organ. 
The GIA's supporters distributed the bulletin (No. 10) on Friday. The issue included a 
lengthy interview with Zouabri, the GIA's amir (of which AL-HAYAH published excerpts 
the day before yesterday).	


