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Mohamed Benchicou: "The American Slap" 

Have the security and the Kabylie issues been taken away from President Bouteflika?   There is every 
indication of this: the Americans are listening to the aarouchs in Tizi Ouzou. Yazid Zerhouni has abandoned 
new elections in Kabylie, and the Army has publicly announced that it is out of the question to negotiate with 
the Islamists.   There will remain less and less sovereignty in the way terrorism is dealt with, fought, or trying 
to convert it to reason: the matter has become an American one.   And it is odd that a man like Mr. Bouteflika, 
who claims to have unusual political acumen, has not grasped this in time.    
 
    Our enemies have stopped belonging to us: Washington applauded more than we did at the death of the Al-Qa'ida 
Yemeni terrorist, Emad Abdelwahid Ahmed Alwan, who was killed on 12 September by the People's National Army 
[ANP] in the wilaya of Batna after he had been identified as a representative of Usama Bin Ladin.   It is even being 
said that Ambassador Janet Sanderson did not leave the heads of Algerian security when the announcement of 
Alwan's identity was made, something American emissaries made discreet trips to Algiers in order be sure of the 
veracity of the information.   Our enemies no longer belong to us and we would be little inspired to complain that the 
White House shares our relief with as much zeal, we who say we have suffered from its past indifferences.   Even 
were our national pride to suffer a blow, there would remain less and less sovereignty in the way in which terrorism 
was dealt with, fought, or to try to convert it to reason: the matter has become an American one.   Henceforth 
Algerian vehemence in the fight, like the condescending weaknesses of our leaders with regard to the terrorists, are 
under high surveillance: it is no longer up to us to draw up a pact with armed Islamism, and it is odd that a man like 
Mr. Bouteflika, who claims to have unusual political acumen, has not grasped this in time.   America's intrusion into 
Algerian issues is a political tradition which, throughout the century, has always given itself the right, when Yankee 
honor or the dollar have been put to the test, to wage war far from its borders and ignore the sovereignties 
surrounding it, subsidiary independences that should not impede the "defense of freedoms" or "the higher protection 
of democracy."   Today Algerians, more than in the past, are succumbing to this attraction-repulsion feeling towards 
this imperial power which, alone, is claiming to free the world from evil, one that we have gotten in the habit of hating 
like any force that escapes human understanding and about which we have never really known if it was putting its 
generosity in the service of justice or if it were using its power to just enforce respect.   Algerians are going through 
the phase of this "passionate anti-Americanism" whose "intrinsically contradictory nature" Revel had to study, that is 
to say, "the illogic consisting of criticizing the United States for, in turn, one thing and its opposite," whence the 
convincing sign "that one is in the presence not of an analysis but of an obsession" (Jean-Francois 
Revel, L'Obsession anti-americaine ["The Anti-American Obsession"], Editions Plon, 2002).   During this time, 
ignorant of the perplexities it is sowing around it, America is waging war on terrorism as if animated by a highly simple 
law: since, according to Hegel, "violence gives birth to history," then you might as well say that this is a story of 
American influence produced by American violence.   What can we do about it?   And how far did Bouteflika think he 
could go by maintaining the illusion that one could make a pact with Bin Ladin while playing up to George 
Bush?   The national concord policy that the head of state has obstinately carried out has precipitated the erosion of 
what remained of sovereignty in the conduct of the antiterrorist fight.   Precisely because the fight against Al-Qa'ida 
has become an American priority, a "planetary unanimity," no one is allowed to contradict it with "contraband" 
initiatives, such as the one of stretching the hand out to Hassan Hattab.   Evidently the security issue has henceforth 
escaped from President Bouteflika, and his last letter to Bush, in which he attempted a belated mea culpa, is a 
perfect illustration of his political downfall.   It is a downfall that also affects his Kabyle policy: the world has 
understood that the Algerian head of state is incapable of resolving a major crisis that is only growing and which, 
through the dangerous dead end into which it is leading the country, is becoming an "international," thus an 
American, matter. 
 
    The visit by a Janet Sanderson emissary to the aarouchs was not just a notable success for the citizen movement, 
which has always wanted to internationalize the issue, it was also, and in particular, a magisterial disavowal for the 
Bouteflika-Zerhouni duo, neither whose version of the facts nor the way of dealing with the crisis have seened to 
convince chancelleries.   Kabylie is becoming an international concern because of the risks of matters getting out of 
hand that it is incurring a country that is engaged in the antiterrorist fight, through the pressure it is bringing to bear on 
the army, and through the opportunities for terrorist expansion it is offering Hassan Hattab's groups that are strongly 
established in the region.   By confusedly announcing the cancellation of the partial elections in Kabylie, which had 
been scheduled for next March, Yazid Zerhouni admitted he had been shunted aside from the Kabyle issue.   It was 
time.    
	


