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Special Ghardaia correspondent Abder Bettache: "Negotiations Reportedly Underway: Headed Toward the Surrender 

of Mokhtar Belmokhtar" 

    The unrest that has marked the city of Ghardaia in recent days is not the only event to occupy stage center on the 

local political scene.   Indeed, for the past several days, in certain authorized circles in the M'zab valley, there is 

increasing talk of the probable surrender of six elements of the Salafist Group for Call and Combat [GSPC] which 

were active in the recent past under the authority of the ex-"emir" of that organization's zone 9, Mokhtar Belmokhtar, 

alias "Belaouar" (the one-eyed man). 

 

    The six people involved, four of whom have escaped to Niger and two others to Saudi Arabia and Qatar and who 

are natives of the M'zab valley, have reportedly made contact with their families to prepare for their 

surrender.   According to some sources, the contacts between the families and the six GSPC elements were begun 

more than two months ago "but they have been stepped up since reports circulated regarding the massive surrender 

of elements from the GSPC."   According to the same source, the number of terrorists affected by this surrender was 

originally seven, all affiliated with the GSPC.   The seventh person, answering to the name of Allane Lahcene, 

nicknamed Abou El Foutouh, "was eliminated," it was learned from the Malian security forces, "this past 14 

April."   The latter, also a native of Ghardaia, was a close aide to Belmokhtar at the time the latter headed up zone 

9.   Actively wanted by the security agencies since 1993, for the past several years Abou El Foutouh has found 

shelter in Mali, more precisely in Gao, in southern Mali,   near Lake Niger.   According to the same sources, "if the 

surrender of the six terrorists were to materialize, the security lay of the land in the south would experience a major 

upheaval" all the more so since the report, according to which the Chadian rebel movement captured Abderezak "the 

Para," the GSPC's number two man, is becoming more and more detailed.   Thus it would seem that the six elements 

from the GSPC that wish to repent and are considered to be close to Belmokhtar are reportedly the bearers of a 

message according to which the ex-"emir" of zone 9 has reportedly expressed the wish to surrender to the security 

forces.   Mokhtar Belmokhtar, who is currently on the run between Mali, Niger, and Burkina Faso, has reportedly 

abandoned all terrorist activity.   His main activity can currently be summed up, it was indicated from a good source, 

as "lending his services to the cigarette smugglers active in the great desert by serving them, with the few elements 

that have remained faithful to him, as guides, and by providing them with security in exchange for a financial quid pro 

quo."   This change that occurred in Belmokhtar was reportedly motivated, the same source indicated, by the 

disagreement he had with Abderezak "the Para" when the latter supported the GSPC's new "emir," Nabil Sahraoui, 

nicknamed Abou Ibrahim Mustapha, as the replacement for Hassan Hattab to head up the terrorist 

organization.   The change that occurred at the top of the GSPC occurred, it was said, "at a time when Abou Hamza 

was negotiating his surrender and that of a major number of his elements."   It was this disagreement on the topic of 

Hassan Hattab's demotion that reportedly forced Belmokhtar Mokhtar to pull out, with some of his elements, from the 



hostage-taking operation.   Which forced Abderezak "the Para" to make the trip from Tebessa southwards to take 

back command of the operation.   With this being the case, the former "emir" from the GSPC's zone 6 reportedly 

married a woman from a powerful tribe in the Sahel region, which was one way, it was said, "to establish solid 

alliances in order to continue to protect himself and engage in the usual trafficking in weapons and 

cigarettes."   Belmokhtar, who is the subject of an international search warrant issued by Interpol, has thus married 

for the twelfth time with as many Malian wives.   "Tribal chiefs believe they enjoy a regular income from the Islamists 

and that these alliances allow them to continue to prosper in their business," especially various illicit businesses that 

are set up on the common borders of the Sahel-Saharan countries.    

	


