
 
Communiqué 

Issued at the end of a 3-day International Conference on “Insurgency and the 
Phenomenon of Boko Haram”, held at the Grand Central Hotel, Kano, from 13th -15th 
November 2018 (5th-7th Rabi’ al-awwal 1440 AH) 
 
Preamble 
The Centre for Islamic Civilization and Interfaith Dialogue in collaboration with the 
International Institute of Islamic Thought (IIIT) Nigeria Office, the Kano State 
Government and other collaborating partners organized a 3-day international 
conference on “Insurgency and the Boko Haram Phenomenon”. The Conference 
took place from 13th -15th November, 2018 at the Grand Central Hotel, Kano.  
The opening ceremony held at the Coronation Hall, Government House, Kano, was 
attended by the President of the Federal Republic of Nigeria, Muhammadu Buhari, 
represented by the Honourable Minister of Interior, Lieutenant General (rtd) 
Abdulrahman Bello Dambazau (the Baraden Kano). The Senate President, Dr 
Abubakar Bukola Saraki represented Major General (rtd) Saleh Maina.  The session 
was chaired by Prof. Ibrahim Naiya Sada, while Prof. Mukhtar Umar Bunza 
delivered the keynote address. The Governor of Kano State, Dr Abdullahi Umar 
Ganduje was the Special Guest of Honour. His Eminence, the Sultan of Sokoto, 
Alhaji Muhammad Saad Abubakar was represented by the His Highness, Sarkin 
Kano, Muhammad Sanusi II, CON, as the Grand Royal Father of the Day. In 
attendance also were His Excellency, the Executive Governor of Bauchi State, Barr. 
M. A. Abubakar, the Jigawa State Governor represented by the Special Adviser on 
Religious Affairs and the Governor of Katsina State, represented by the Secretary to 
the State Government, Alhaji Mustapha Muhammad Inuwa.  
Three powerful traditional rulers from the Northeast, comprising the Shehu of Borno 
represented by the Shehu of Bama, the Mai of Potiskum and Sarkin Askira were also 
in attendance.  
Participants at the Conference came mainly from the academia, religious groups, and 
educational institutions and from diverse groups within Nigeria. International 
participants came from Europe and the USA. The participants were made up of 
academics, youth and student groups, government policy makers, security officers, 
civil society organizations and the mass media. 
Lead papers presented at the plenary session were presented by Professor Salisu 
Shehu, the National Coordinator, International Institute of Islamic Thought, Nigeria 
Office, Dr. Bashir Aliyu Umar, the Director of the Bayero University’s Centre for 
Islamic Civilization and Interfaith Dialogue, Professor Alexander Thurston from 
University of Miami,  Professor Brandon Kendhammer from the Ohio University, 
Athens,  Dr. Muhammad Sani Umar Rijiyar Lemo, Deputy Director, Centre for 



Islamic Civilization and Interfaith Dialogue, BUK,  Malam Nuruddeen A.  Lemu, 
the Director Research and Training of the Da’awah Institute of Nigeria, Minna, and 
Dr. Usman Bugaje, Coordinator, ARDP.  Other papers were presented at three 
parallel sessions. All in all over 70 papers were presented at the Conference.  
After exhaustive discussion and deliberations, the following observations were made:  
• The ability of Boko Haram in sustaining the conflict and inflicting such a great 

loss of human lives and property in the Lake Chad Basin and causing the 
displacement of millions of people is driven by and made possible due to 
systemic failures in the Nigerian political system.  

• There are a lot of unclear issues pertaining to the history of Boko Haram as well 
as incorrect information in the narratives of some writers. 

• Prominent Muslims scholars and Islamic organisations have made spirited efforts 
to intervene and curtail the spread and consequences of the Boko Haram 
ideology.  

• Boko Haram represents a deviant tendency that relied on wrongly quoted or out of 
context Qur’anic verses and Islamic literature through misrepresentation of 
the texts and distortion of facts in supporting and justifying their actions.  

• Corruption and the material benefits being derived by some groups within the 
political, military and civilian circles are responsible for prolonging the fight 
against insurgency.  

• Funding for fighting insurgency is grossly inadequate, considering the 
sophisticated arms and logistics in the hands of the insurgents.  

• Absence of national consensus among Nigerian elites on the insurgency and the 
expropriation of the conflict along religious and ethnic divides are responsible 
for the apparent failure and embarrassing consequences of the sad and colossal 
failure to curb and arrest the insurgency.  

• Poverty, ignorance, bad governance, injustice and social inequality are identified 
as contributing factors to the emergence and sustenance of the Boko Haram 
insurgency and political instability.  

• The Boko Haram insurgency has brought about massive displacement of people 
and communities, loss of thousands of lives and destruction of property; 
exacerbated   poverty, food insecurity and negative image of the country. 

• Lack of trust and cooperation from the public, slow judicial process and ethno-
religious bias are some of the challenges being faced by the security and 
intelligence gathering outfits. 

• Sometimes the reportage of Boko Haram by the Nigerian media is sensationalised, 
distorted with sentiments and prejudices, which further aggravated the 
situation in favour of the insurgents.  

• Boko Haram has targeted and destroyed mosques and other Islamic institutions, 
Muslim towns and villages in the Northeast far more than it targeted and 



destroyed churches and Christian institutions since 2012, which exposes the 
false claim that Boko Haram is fighting an Islamic jihad.  

 
Taking into consideration the above observations, the Conference resolved 
to make the following recommendations: 

• The Islamic system of education should be mainstreamed into Nigerian 
educational system in order to ensure inclusiveness and effective integration 
of its products.  

• Government, in collaboration with religious groups should make more effort 
toward integration and fostering national unity by breaking barriers and 
building bridges among the diverse citizens of the country.  

• There is the need for government to hasten the establishment and constitution of 
the Northeast Development Commission to cater for the reconciliation, 
reconstruction, rehabilitation, resettlement and the general socio-economic 
development of the region.  

• A robust legal framework of transitional justice should be established to foster 
proper reconciliation, resettlement and reintegration. 

• Mosques should be effectively utilised to serve their full core purposes beyond 
physical acts of worship to include educational, social, economic and other 
services for the benefit of the community. 

• A counter violence narrative should be seriously embarked upon by the Ulama and 
Islamic organisations through sensitization and enlightenment of the general 
public, especially the youth in order to counter the danger of violence, conflict 
and insurgency.  

• There is the need to build public trust in government and its security agencies in 
order to enhance collaboration and assistance in intelligence gathering about 
the insurgency. 

• The operations of other insurgent groups across the globe should be studied in 
order to deepen our understanding of the operations of Boko Haram.  

• Government should continue through its current social interventions, to provide 
more jobs to the youth who can easily be mobilized and deployed against the 
country. 

• Journalists should be trained on peace journalism, while media reporting in case 
of conflict must be regulated and monitored by government to avoid bias and 
fuelling of the crisis. 

 
• Traditional leaders should be empowered and incorporated along with the Ulama 

and Islamic organisations in promoting dispute resolution (sulh) and 
addressing conflicts and violent extremism. 

• Opportunities and medium for interaction between the youth, elders, religious and 



political leaders to exchange ideas and information regarding religious 
practices, teachings and sustenance of peace in the society should be 
encouraged. 

•  The Muslim community and particularly parents should monitor what teachings 
their children are exposed to in the mosques, internet, social media groups and 
other avenues.  

• A synergy should be created between the Nigerian intellectuals, university-based 
centres and security agencies for the provision of academic and researched- 
based findings with regards to security and peace.  

• The Federal Ministry of Education should ensure revisiting of school curricula to 
include courses on preventing violent extremism. 

 
Next Steps:  
As a matter of immediate attention, an effective de-radicalisation 
programme should be pursued with the involvement of the Ulama through 
appropriate interface with the office of the NSA, Ministry of Interior and 
the Defence Headquarters.  
University-based research centres should be empowered to undertake 
baseline surveys on Tsangaya schools and institutions that were destroyed 
in the frontline states, as well as statistics of widows and orphans with a 
view to ensuring effective intervention.  
The Conference collaborating partners are to promote the establishment 
of a forum for Fatwa on topical issues within the Nigerian context.  
The Centre for Islamic Civilization and Interfaith Dialogue is to engage 
other partners in developing and promoting mechanisms and tools for 
intellectual engagement with Boko Haram members with a view to 
deconstructing their ideology and influencing them to reform. 
 
Dr. Muhammad Babangida Muhammad          Mal. Ismaila Bala 
Chairman, Communique Committee            Secretary Communique  
                                                                      Committee  

 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



	
	

	
	



	
	

	
	



	
	

	


