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Nouakchott News Agency (ANI) on 19 October carried an interview with the new AQIM (Al-Qa'idah in the Land of the 

Islamic Maghreb) emir of the Great Sahara region, Yahia Abou El Houmam.  

AQLIM leader's first interview, which was conducted by Mohamed Mahmoud Abou El Maaly, tackled the war 

rumblings in the region, the Mauritanian position, and the impact of the French role on the fate of the French 

hostages held by the AQLIM. 

Crusader war 

Commenting on what he called "the Crusader war," Abou El Houmam said that one of the aims of "the Crusader war" 

was "to secure a foothold for the world heresy in this sensitive region." On the new "strategy of the Crusader enemy," 

he said: "Further to the repeated defeats the United States of America and its allies suffered in Afghanistan and Iraq, 

and the drainage of the economies of these countries resulting from the wars waged on Islam, the Crusader west is 

no longer keen on direct intervention at a time when it realizes that the best way for us is to drag it into direct 

confrontation, because our real battle is with it, not with its agents who sold their religion for the here and now." 

Commenting on France's calls for preserving Mali's unity, Abou El Houmam called this "a form of political hypocrisy", 

accusing France of "adopting the project for the division of the Malian state." As for France's claim to defend the 

Touaregs, he stressed: "We call for the need to give justice to the Touaregs and to enable them to regain their rights." 

Foremost among these rights is "living by the tents of their religion as God wanted it, not as France and its allies 

want." 

Relations with people in northern Mali 

In reply to a question about the organization's long term strategy to deal with the population of the region, Abou El 

Houmam said: "We have been in this vast Islamic space for more than 10 years. This Muslim people have welcomed 

us, and we have endeavoured to help raise its awareness. We have done what we could to assist it with digging up 

wells in regions suffering from water shortages, as well as supporting Koranic schools. We have also contributed to 

settle conflicts which usually take place between peoples. As you know most of our members are from this region, 

and I am not exaggerating when I say that we have become, thanks be to God, an indivisible part of this society." 

Ansar Eddine, Ettawhid wal Jihad 

With regard to AQLIM's links with Ansar Eddine group and Ettawhid wal Jihad movement which are both based in the 

same region, Abou El Houmam said as far as Ansar Eddine is concerned, it is an Islamist group that adopted Jihad to 

establish Islam, but "we disagree with it because of its vision which is focused on the local aspect only." As for 

Ettawhid wal Jihad in the west of Africa, El Houmam said that "its founding members are originally from Al-Qa'idah. 

They have chosen to be an independent organization. We disagree with them on this, and this is an area of 



disagreement between us. Despite this, we still communicate with each other and we are both working on removing 

this disagreement." 

Mauritanian regime 

Abou El Houmam commented on his perception of the regime in Mauritania and where the conflict with it stands. He 

said that "the battles taking place here and there are in our view side battles in which the enemy dragged us, because 

the renegade rulers who were imposed by the enemy on our Muslim nation have always been obedient tools in the 

hands of their masters, and we may now and then give a lesson to these regimes who fight on behalf of their 

masters. The Mauritanian regime is one of them." As for the position of the Mauritanian regime, which is allegedly 

reluctant to take part in the Azawad war, Abou El Houmam noted contradictory views between the Mauritanian 

president who said that "Mauritania will limit itself to the protection of its borders," while his foreign minister stated in 

his UNGA speech: "The Mauritanian regime is pushing towards war in the region." Abou El Houmam further deplored 

the fact that "Mauritania is ready to host the UN centre for combating terrorism." 

In reply to a question on the extent of the organization's readiness to engage in dialogue with the Mauritanian 

government, Abou El Houmam said: "Dialogue as such is not a problem for us. We have for a long time been asking 

all the regimes to repent to God, and to accept His law. Our only condition is [for them] to abide by God's book, and 

His Prophet's Sunnah as understood by the worthy Salaf [predecessors]." 

Home rule for Azawad 

In reply to a question on whether the AQLIM would accept Mali's approval of home rule in Azawad, Abou El Houmam 

said: "Any matter that is beneficial to Islam and Muslims without contradicting the Shari'ah rules will be supported by 

us as far as possible. On the whole, this is left to the decision of the groups controlling the region's cities." 

French hostages 

With regard to the fate of the French hostages and the position regarding the new French president, Abou El 

Houmam said that "whoever observes the official French discourse since President Francois Hollande acceded to 

power will notice the escalatory approach he has been adopting. He promised the French people to free the hostages 

without negotiating with the mujahidin, which means that Hollande has got an option other than negotiation. His 

predecessor Sarkozy tried that option and the outcome is known." Abou El Houmam warned the families of the 

hostages that "the war decision that Hollande seems to have taken, necessarily means that he has signed the 

document of their execution, and he will have to live with the consequences of his decision. As for our demands, they 

have been conveyed in writing to Hollande through his intermediaries." 



With regard to the organization's official announcements, Abou El Houmam indicated that "the organization has a 

media institution, called El Andalous, which officially carries the organization's decisions. As for the Great Sahara 

region, there is an official spokesperson for the organization who is brother Abdallah Chankiti." 

Biography of Abou El Houmam 

The text of the interview was preceded with a biography of the new leader who is presented as follows: 

Yahia Abou El Houmam, whose real name is Akacha Jamal, is the new AQLIM emir of the Great Sahara region. The 

announcement of his appointment in this position was made a few weeks ago by the leadership of the organization in 

Algeria, following the death of its acting emir Nabil Abou Alkama in a road accident. 

Yahia Abou Houmam was among the first leading figures of the organization who arrived to the Azawad desert in the 

second half of the 2004, in the company of the emir of El Moulathamin [masked] battalion, Mokhtar Belmokhtar, alias 

Khalid Abou El Abbas, in what is known as the second return of the organization fighters to the Azawad. 

Abou Yahia El Houmam, 34 years, hails from the Arghaya district in Algiers. In the late 90s, he was arrested in 

Algeria, and spent 18 months in prison, but he was found innocent and subsequently released. He then immediately 

joined the Algerian Salafist Group for Call and Combat whose name became later on the Al-Qa'idah in the Land of 

the Islamic Maghreb. In the second half of 2004, he joined the Sahara region in the north of Mali and south of Algeria. 

Following the arrival of the former emir of the Great Sahara Yahia Jaouadi, alias Yahia Abou Ammar, to Azawad in 

2007, he worked with him on a new structure for the Sahara emirate which was designed by the leadership of the 

organization in Algeria, whereby two battalions and two squadrons were set up, including El Fourkane squadron of 

which Yahia Abou El Houmam became the leader, and whose elements spread in the desert close to Timbuktu city 

and near the Mauritanian border. 

Abou El Houmam took part in numerous attacks carried out by the organization inside Mauritanian territories in July 

2005, the assassination of an US national in 2009 in Nouakchott, and the suicide attack near the French embassy in 

Nouakchott in August 2009. His squadron was also responsible for the suicide attack which targeted the 

headquarters of the command of the fifth military region on 25 August 2011, in addition to the fact that he led the 

confrontation with the Mauritanian army in the village of Hassi Sidi in Azawad in September 2010. 

Abou El Houmam is known for having led Al-Qa'idah elements who entered Timbuktu City in the beginning of April 

[2012], after the Malian army left the city and the wide ranging looting carried out by some Arab tribes' militias. He 

then installed himself as the military ruler of the city. 

 
	


