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Salima Tlemcani: "He Has Been Officiating at the Appreval (Kouba) Mosque For Years: Imam Amine, Preacher 

for Suicide Bombers"  

The indoctrination of young teenagers to serve as canon fodder for the Salafi Group for Call and Combat [GSPC; the 

group now known as Al-Qa'ida in the Lands of the Islamic Maghreb, or AQLIM] continues to take place in broad 

daylight by imams who officiate in mosques at the taxpayer's expense. 

The best known example is that of the mosque in the Appreval neighborhood, the poshest in the municipality of 

Kouba, and known by the name of Shaykh Amine.  Numerous young men who have been recruited into the so-called 

Iraq network have acknowledged that their consciousness was raised, if not encouraged, to go down the road of 

death thanks to Shaykh Amine's sermons and the halaqate (debates).  The latter, very intelligent and sly, often 

speaks of the war in Iraq, jihad against the occupiers of that land of Islam, and rarely of other subjects that concern 

Algeria.  His mission consists of working young people up into a frenzy, particular teenagers, in order to inculcate in 

them the notion of taking part in the jihad in Iraq and die as a martyr by the side of the Iraqi resistance 

movement.  Once the less well informed and the more vulnerable have been trapped, another person comes on 

stage.  He inventories them, makes a connection with them, and dumps CD video recordings on them showing 

attacks in Iraq.  This is a stage that can last several weeks before the young people take part in the trip to hell.  The 

parents of Nabil Belkacemi, the suicide bomber who blew himself up inside the coast guard barracks in Dellys on 

Saturday [ 8 September], have accused Shaykh Amine of having indoctrinated their 15-year-old child to the point of 

having him accept, at his age, the notion of serving as a human bomb.  Young Nabil was an ordinary, studious, 

serious, and respectful teenager before he began to attend the Appreval mosque and get close to Shaykh Amine in 

particular.  From being a child who said his prayers at home, he turned into a fervent practicing [Muslim] who no 

longer left the mosque, to the point of spending entire nights there before returning to his high school in the 

morning.  Shaykh Amine required five months to transform a child into a human bomb.  In his telephone discussions 

with his family, Nabil revealed that he had not gone back into the maquis alone but rather with 10 or so young 

teenagers who used to attend the same mosque and frequented the same imam.  Nabil's case is not 

isolated.  Several weeks ago two terrorists, one a repentant and the other arrested by the security agencies, reported 

the same recruitment circumstances by the GSPC.  The first, Zoheir Abzar, a native of Mohammadia (Algiers), went 

into the maquis in 2006.  He explained that his involvement by the Iraqis' side had been born in 2004, but the idea of 

going to fight on the ground had begun to take shape following numerous and frequent halakate by Shaykh Amine at 

Appreval's El Ouafa Bil Ahd mosque. 

A Transit Camp in Tizi Ouzou 



With his friend Abdelhafid T., he made the acquaintance of a certain Amirat, who fought for a while in Iraq before 

coming back to the country [Algeria].  He showed them CD's showing military operations in Iraq in order to encourage 

them to support the cause.  Some time later, the two young men were taken care of to be sent on a clandestine taxi 

to Tizi Ouzou, in a so-called transit camp and then to another, before being assigned to the El Yamama section, 

made up of 16 terrorists and led by Abou Houdeifa.  There the three new recruits discovered the bitter truth.  Which, 

they said, differed from what they had seen on the CD's, since they would be subjected to intense indoctrination to 

turn them into suicide bombers.  Just like Zoheir, Medjar, the second terrorist, went down the same road.  It was also 

thanks to Shaykh Amine's sermons and halakate that he ended up joining the GSPC with 12 other young men.  The 

latter were assigned to Mount Harrour to reactivate the attacks in Algiers under the leadership of Soufiane Fassila, 

who at the time was the amir of zone 2, in the center.  It is also important to note that out of the four suicide bombers 

who blew themselves up in Algiers on this past 11 April and July, as well as on 8 September, three came from the 

Bachjdjarah and Bourouba neighborhoods and regularly attended the Appreval mosque.  The family of Merouane 

Boudina, nicknamed Maad Benjabel, one of the three suicide bombers who carried out this past 11 

April's suicide attacks on Government Palace and two police stations in Bab Ezzouar, provided the same accounts 

regarding the indoctrination that its son had undergone at the Appreval mosque.  These are so many details that 

Shaykh Amine is the point in common for a large portion of the young men recruited by the GSPC to serve as canon 

fodder. 

"The Jihad's Ideologue" 

For how much longer will the state continue to remain passive in the face of preachers of death, who are paid by the 

taxpayer, after having lived through a decade of savage terrorism in the name of religion?  Numerous complaints 

have, however, been filed against this imam by mosque neighbors without any follow-up being given.  More serious 

yet, the families of young men who have gone into the maquis as well as several repentants have accused him of 

having been the ideologue of jihad without him being at all concerned.  


