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Mounir B.: "Two Months To Identify Him Using DNA: The Secrets of an Operation" 

    The body of Emad Abdelwahid Ahmed Alwan, alias Abou Mohamed, underwent different medical exams by military 
forensic pathologists in order to determine his identity since being slain this past 12 September. 
 
    More than two months after his elimination, the Algerian secret agencies put in more time to spot and hunt down 
Al-Qa'ida's Yemeni leader, who had been present in Algeria and sub-Saharan Africa for more than one 
year.   Specialists believe that this early presence by this Bin Ladin deputy in Algeria calls for a double 
reading.   First, that Usama Bin Ladin "was one step ahead" of the Americans and had decided to dispatch his 
deputies to minor regions in order to mobilize local terrorist groups.   The choice that was made of the Salafist Group 
for Call and Combat [GSPC] was predictable owing to the ties that have always linked Algerian Salafists with the 
terrorist organizations in Afghanistan and Pakistan.   Besides, a GSPC communique dating from November 2001 
already threatened to go after American interests in the Maghreb. 
 
    Next, the fact that Algeria could "serve as a platform" for Al-Qa'ida operations directed at Europe and Africa.   The 
Djerba attacks and the aborted ones against the American destroyers in Gibraltar, from Morocco, had suggested this 
search for strategic depth by Al-Qa'ida in this area. 
 
    On the identification slip sent by the Algerian agencies to the American CIA, one can read Abou Mohamed's 
physical characteristics: "1.72 meters high, slight build, wavy and thick hair, black, and with an Arabic Middle Eastern 
accent."   It is believed that the Americans, based on the data supplied by Algeria, established the this emir's identity 
in a definitive fashion, probably resorting to DNA tests, since the majority of Al-Qa'ida's leaders have a genetic 
identity card.   The CIA had successfully established those cards based on samples taken from relatives of leaders 
connected to Bin Ladin, starting from tribes in Yemen. 
 
    But the most impressive thing was the fact that the Algerian military conducted this operation without the technical 
assistance of the Americans and without resorting to the sophisticated resources of the CIA, FBI, or NSA. 
 
    Until now, the Americans had always been where the action was when it was a question of striking at Al-Qa'ida's 
leaders.   First, this past March, Abu Zubayda, who led all of the Al-Qa'ida camps in Afghanistan, was wounded by 
bullets, then arrested in Pakistan.   It was an operation conducted by the American services without the assistance of 
the Afghan tribes. 
 
    Next, on 11 September 2002, following several months of monitoring of the Internet and satellite communications, 
the Pakistani police, aided by the FBI, was able to arrest Ramzi Ben Al-Shibh, in his apartment in a residential 
neighborhood of Karachi, he being close to the Saudi millionaire and who, several days earlier, had explained the 
details about the preparation for the New York and Washington attacks to the al-Jazira channel.   This past 3 
November, another antiterrorist operation made possible the elimination of six major members of Al-Qa'ida in the 
eastern part of Yemen.   A Hellfire missile fired from a drone (an unmanned airplane) pulverized the vehicle that Ali 
Qaed Sunian Al-Harthi had been riding in, he being one of the main organizers of the 12 October 2000 attack, in the 
port of Aden, on the American destroyer the USS Cole, and someone close to Bin Ladin.   The Algerian military 
needed much less than that to annihilate Bin Ladin's special envoy to the Maghreb while the People's National Army 
[ANP] is still complaining of not having received appropriate fighting materiel, either from the Americans or 
Westerners, particularly nighttime vision equipment for close-in combat helicopters or special rapid intervention 
units.   Abou Mohamed's elimination risks upsetting this lay of the land.    
 
 
	


