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The incessant arrest and detention of Nigerians on flimsy excuses has been described as a deliberate strategy by the 

present administration of Obasanjo to execute the so-called anti-terrorist war against Islam and Muslims in general. A 

renowned Islamic scholar in Kano, Sheik Ja'afar Mahmud Adam, who made the observation in an interview with 

journalists in Kano yesterday said that most of the arrest of Muslims in Nigeria is either ethnically motivated as in the 

case of north and southern dichotomy, or religiously carried out to reflect the Muslim/Christian rivalry. 

  

He noted that in the past three to five years, most of those arrested and detained or prosecuted are mainly Muslims in 

any religious crisis despite the fact that the majority of the crises were instigated by non-Muslims. He argued that 

nobody among the Christians has been arrested or prosecuted for starting such crises and that Muslims are arrested 

on any slight excuse of religious activities. Sheik Ja'afar therefore said this is unfair to the Nigerian Muslims and must 

be stopped. 

 

Sheikh Ja'afar who is also the Chief Imam of the Othman Bin Affan Mosque at Gadon Kaya said the recent arrest and 

detention of Alhaji Bello Damagun, despite his earlier clearance by a competent court of law, could be viewed in that 

context of witch-hunting Nigerian Muslims, especially when the authorities refused to make public reasons for their 

arrest. 

 

The Sheikh observed that it is wrong for the Nigerian Government to be an errand boy of the United States in its so-

called war on terrorism when there has never been anyone involved in terrorism in Nigeria. The Sheik further alerted 

Nigerian Muslims that they are under-siege under the present Obasanjo's administration. 


