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Molly Kilete: "Military in Control DHQ" 

 

The Defence Head Quarters (DHQ), has said the military is in total control of the religious crisis that 
engulfed some parts of the northern states in the country and asked people there to go about their normal 
and lawful duties. 

 

This is coming just as the Assistant Director in charge of Public Relations at the State Security Service 
(SSS), Marilyn Ogar, revealed that Boko Haram, the group responsible for the mayhem actually started its 
operations in the state way back in 1995. 

 

The group, led by a young man Mohammed Yusuf, and opposed to all forms of western education and 
civilization was said to have been operating under different names since inception such as Ahlulsunna 
wal'jama'ah hijra and later transmuted to other names when they realized they were being monitored by 
security agencies. 

 

Yusuf, leader of the group, according to Ogar, is a Nigerian citizen and hails from Girgir Jakuso village in 
Yobe State. He was born on January 29, 1970 and has four wives and 12 children. 

 

At a joint press briefing by both the Director, Defence Information, Colonel Mohammed Yerima, Force 
Public Relations Officer, Emmanual Ojukwu and the Assistant Director, Public Relations, Marylin Ogar, 
held at the Defence Head Quarters yesterday, Col. Yerima said the Internal Security Operation being 
conducted by the military in the affected states is in progress and that Maiduguri town in particular has 
been cleared of the fundamentalists in the state as at Tuesday. 

 

Yerima, who refused to give the casualty figure so far recorded on both sides in the crisis that has entered 
the fifth day, said the military will today in Maiduguri, carry out a 'show of force' where it intends to 
display its equipment and men on the streets of the affected states to assure not just the people of the 
North eastern region but the generality of Nigerians that the military is capable of protecting the territorial 
integrity of our great country. 

 

"I want to assure you that with the directive of the Chief of Defence Staff, from tomorrow (today), 'Show 
Of Force' will be implemented in all states of the affected areas. The military will come out to show their 
level of preparedness and assure the citizens that everything is in place to protect them, their lives and 
property." 

 



The DDI, who took time to explain the ugly development that erupted in Borno, Yobe, Bauchi and also in 
some parts of Kano and Katsina states snowballed into the current situation, said the group perpetrated 
their evil works with dangerous weapons which include Improvised Explosives Devices (IED), AK-47 
rifles, dane guns, pistols, daggers, machetes, catapults and clubs. 

 

According to him, "a certain group of Islamic fundamentalists, led by one Mohammed Yusuf had in the 
recent past been engaging in some suspicious activities with security implications. The group named 
Boko-Haram is rabidly opposed to all forms of western education and civilization. They consider as their 
primary target for attacks, law enforcement agents, critical public infrastructures and centres of worship 
which in their view are opposed to their doctrines. It has been ascertained that the group did not emerge 
just of recent. 

 

They have been in existence as far back as 1995 under different names such as Ahlulsunna wal'jama'ah 
hijra. Security agencies have over this period been monitoring and containing their activities even when 
they transmuted to other names but with the same doctrine of intolerance. For instance, on November 13, 
2008, the group's leader, Mohammed Yusuf and quite a number of his followers were arrested by the 
security operatives and handed over to the Inspector General of Police for prosecution. 

 

However, they were subsequently granted bail by an Abuja High Court on January 20, 2009. Before then, 
in 2007, one of his ardent disciples, Al-amin who was also the Kano State leader of the group was 
arrested along with some of their members after an attack on a police station in Kano, he was also handed 
over to the police for prosecution. Similarly, between Fe bruary and April 2009, Yusuf's second in 
command named Kilakam, a Nigerien, was on two occasions arrested and repatriated to his country. 

 

"In furtherance to their violent tendencies, the extremists sometime in June 2009 launched an attack on a 
police station in Bama, Borno State but the police was able to contain their violence which left about 17 
of their members dead, the leader of the group vowed to avenge the death of his members and ordered his 
followers to stockpile arms. Based on intelligence report, all security agencies were put on alert, which 
led to the discovery of a hide out where members of the sect were preparing bombs in Maiduguri. 

 

"Following security reports on the activities of Boko-Haram, the group's hideout located at Dutsen Tanshi 
area of Bauchi town was raided on July 26, 2009 by a joint security team and nine of them were arrested 
and materials for bomb making and other weapons were confiscated. About two hours later, the group 
launched another deadly attack on police formations in Bauchi State. Unfortunately for them, they were 
met with heavy casualty. They subsequently struck in Potiskum, Yobe State where they bombed police 
stations and set inmates free. Between July 26 and 29, these violent extremists had launched sporadic 
suicide attacks in Bauchi, Yobe and Borno states. Their weapons of offence include Improvised 
Explosives Devices (IED), AK-47 rifles, dane guns, pistols, daggers, machetes, catapults and clubs. 

 

"Gentlemen of the press, let me take a moment to give you an insight into the crisis management 
procedure in internal security operations. First of all, you may wish to note that the Nigerian Police is 



responsible for the maintenance of law and order in the country. It is only when the NPF is unable to 
contain the situation that the military might come in. This, notwithstanding, the military cannot intervene 
or deploy unless so directed by the president. It is against this background that the President, 
Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces of Federal Republic of Nigeria, having assessed the situation 
on ground, directed the Chief of Defence Staff to take over the operation of restoring law and order in the 
affected states. 

 

"Consequently, the Chief of Defence Staff ordered the military to conduct internal security operation 
which is already in progress. We, however, assure the public that the military is in control. In fact, 
Maiduguri town was cleared of the fundamentalist as at yesterday. 

 

"We implore the public to give security agencies accurate and timely information that will assist in ending 
the crisis. The issue of religious extremism is not peculiar to Nigeria as it has become a global challenge. 
Countries including Nigeria are not resting on their oars; we, therefore, enjoin you the press and members 
of the public to partner with us to tame this monster. The time to act is now," Yerima added. 

 

He denied allegation by some human rights groups that some civilians caught up in the enclave of the sect 
who surrendered willingly were blindly shot and killed. 

 

"How can somebody raise up his hands and say he has surrendered and you will kill him? It's not 
possible. Even the militants, if they raised their hands to surrender they will not be shot, let alone innocent 
citizens. It is not true." 

 

On the statement by League of Human Rights that the security forces killed many civilians who had 
nothing to do with the sect, Yerima again replied, "the human right group are not being fair to the security 
agencies because there is no mark on the faces of those killed that differentiate a Taliban from a civilian. 
We concentrated on their enclave, they have a specific place where they all converge and before we attack 
their enclave almost all the civilians living there were evacuated to our knowledge. And those who 
remained in that enclave are loyalists and members of the group, so the issue of whether we have killed 
innocent civilians is not true. 

 

"Just yesterday (Wednesday) women and children who have been held captive by Muhammed Yusuf 
were rescued by the security operatives. So we are rescuing civilians who are trapped in the enclave and 
else where. 

 

"We have used the barest minimum force because you can see the caliber of weapons they are carrying, 
MPG 7 Rocket Launcher, AK 47, improvised explosive devices and those are heavy equipment and in 
that case we use the barest minimum force. As for the humanitarian situation, those displaced are being 
taken care of by the agencies concern including the government of the state." 



 

Answering reporters question on whether the group's target of police stations is to vandalize the armoury, 
the Force Public Relations Officer, Emmanuel Ojukwu, responded this way: "You may never know the 
actual motive of this group until the operation is over and investigation is concluded. But we want you to 
know that this is a group of people who are anti-democracy. They don't want anything to do with 
democracy. They are against the constitution, they are against established government and the police is 
one of the most visible forms of government, most visible forms of law and order. 

 

And that is why the police is their prime target and they believe once you target the police, you destabilize 
the institution, destabilize the democracy. Aside from Potiskum where they destroyed police station, they 
have failed in other areas and their time is up because they will be smoked out, I can assure you," Ojukwu 
added. 

	


