
Mali Armed Forces Arrest Boko Haram Member at Gao Mosque 
Gao Radio Hanna [French] April 12, 2013 

The Malian Armed Forces arrested a Jihadist in a mosque at Gao yesterday. According to a military source our 

editorial office contacted, the Jihadist is a member of the Nigerian Boko Haram sect. 

 

Indeed, the man had attended prayers at one of the mosques in Gao, and had not left the mosque by the time the 

other believers had finished their prayers. His attitude drew the attention of the Imam who spoke to him in some local 

languages but the man did not understand any. He told him that he was Nigerian that the only language he 

understood was English. The Imam informed the believers who immediately advised him to inform the military 

authorities. The Imam followed the advice, and a few minutes later, two pick-up vehicles of the Malian Army stopped 

at the entrance of the mosque. The soldiers entered the mosque, and found the man sitting. They caught him, tied 

him up, and threw him into one of the pick-ups.  

 

At the gendarmerie, after interrogation, the man confessed that he is a member of the Boko Haram sect. He said his 

group arrived in Gao in April 2012. They were called in by the Movement for Oneness and Jihad in West Africa 

[MUJAO] when it gained control of North Mali. He said he participated in many MUJAO missions in the region of Gao. 

He also participated in several battles, notably the one between the MUJAO and the National Movement for the 

Liberation of Azawad [MNLA] in Gao in June 2012, and the battle between the MUJAO and the MNLA in Menaka in 

October 2012.  

 

The Jihadist also said he participated in the capture of Konna in January 2013. He left Gao with the Islamist groups 

when the French and Malian Armed Forces gained control of the town on 26 January. He was in the Massif of Adrar 

des Ifoghas, and almost all his companions died during the French airstrikes. He was able to escape, and walked 

more than 200 km until he boarded a truck that brought him to Gao two days ago. He said he did not find it difficult 

infiltrating the town because of his black complexion. The Jihadist said he had no intention of committing any criminal 

act, and that his only concern is to return to Nigeria, his homeland. 

 

The commander in chief of the gendarmerie of Gao said he will convey the Jihadist to Bamako with other suspected 

Jihadists tomorrow morning. In Bamako they will be turned over to the law. 

 
 
[Description of Source: Gao Radio Hanna in French -- Privately owned independent radio station observed to carry 
balanced reporting on developments essentially in the three northern regions of Gao, Timbuktu, and Kidal; target 
audience is local population mainly comprised of Tamasheq and Songhai communities]	


