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"Nigeria: How Politicians Help Insurgents" 

The federal government has played politics with the Boko Haram insurgency, using it to silence opposition from 

northern politicians who claim that President Goodluck Jonathan has broken the rotation of power between north and 

south. Many in the north feel that it is its turn to rule and that the government, led by the south, chooses not to 

combat the violence because the north is at the receiving end. 

 

In 2003, Ali Modu Sherriff, then a Senator, decided to run for governor of Borno State under the banner of his All 

Nigeria People's Party (ANPP). He struck a deal with the leader of Boko Haram, the late Mohammed Yusuf, for 

political support in return for demands that included the release of Abubakar Adam Kambar, then in gaol for armed 

robbery. Boko Haram supported Sherriff, who became Governor, had Kambar released and continued to channel 

money to the sect through his former Commissioner for Religious Affairs, Alhaji Buji Foi. 

 

Sherriff later realised that his links to Boko Haram could harm his political future. When Boko Haram declared its 

armed insurgency in June 2009, he declared Buji Foi wanted for funding the sect. Buji Foi was arrested in his 

farmhouse and shot as soon as he arrived at police headquarters in Maiduguri. Two days later, Mohammed Yusuf 

was captured alive by troops, handed over to police and also killed at police headquarters. Sherriff was generally 

suspected of ordering the killing (AC Vol 50 No 16, Inside Boko Haram). 

 

On 3 November 2011 the State Security Service arrested Ali Sanda Umar Konduga, who spoke to the media on 

behalf of Boko Haram using the alias Usman al Zawahiri. He confessed that he was employed by Mohamed Ali 

Ndume, a Senator for the governing People's Democratic Party (PDP) from Borno. Konduga said Ndume had 

recruited him to threaten his political adversaries. On 4 November 2012, the SSS summoned Ndume for alleged 

sponsorship of Boko Haram and charged him with terrorism along with Konduga. Konduga entered a plea bargain, 

was sentenced to three years in gaol and transferred to SSS custody. Ndume pleaded not guilty, has been on bail 

and still faces trial. 

 

On 20 October, the army task force arrested Shuaibu Mohammed Bama, a top Boko Haram commander, in the 

Maiduguri home of Ahmad Zanna, a PDP Senator from Borno. Bama turned out to be Zanna's nephew. Zanna 

insisted that the suspect had been arrested not in his home but in that of Sherriff, the arch-adversary he had defeated 

at the senate election in April 2011. A flood of media recriminations followed. No charges have been filed against 

Zanna or his nephew, who is still in SSS custody. 

 

In Borno State, the governing ANPP has accused PDP politicians of sponsoring Boko Haram for political gain. Almost 



all political killings in Borno since June 2010, when Boko Haram started its targeted killings, have been of ANPP 

members, including Ali Awana Ngala, its National Vice-Chairman shot dead in his home a month before the 2011 

general elections. The ANPP candidate for Borno governor, Modu Fannami Gubio, was shot dead along with five 

others outside his family house in Maiduguri in January 2011. Boko Haram claimed responsibility. 

	


