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    KANO, Nigeria, Feb 24 (AFP) - The head of a London-based Muslim charity's Nigerian branch denied that he had 

funded a short-lived but bloody Islamist rebellion Wednesday, after being questioned by intelligence officers.  

 

    Sheikh Muhiddeen Abdullahi -- a Sudanese national and head of the Kano office of the Al-Muntada Al-Islami Trust 

-- was arrested last week by officers of Nigeria's secret police, which is investigating the uprising. He was taken to 

Abuja for questioning and later released without charge, although a senior security source told AFP that 

investigations into Al-Muntada were continuing and that he would be re-arrested if his denial proved false.  

 

    Meeting well-wishers at his comfortable home in the northern city of Kano, the short, plump and bearded activist 

said that his group opposed violence and regarded December's insurgency as "un-Islamic". "We don't believe in the 

use of arms as a means of propagation and we don't encourage militancy. Our objective is Islamic propagation 

through education," the charity director told AFP, relaxing in Arabic-style white robes.  

 

    In the last weeks of 2003 a hitherto unknown group of Islamic militants mounted a rebellion in Yobe State, a 

sparsely populated area of the Sahel semi-desert on Nigeria's far northeastern border with Niger.  

 

    The mainly middle-class young Nigerian men, many of them university graduates, dubbed themselves the 

"Taliban" in honour of Afghanistan's ousted fundamentalist regime and vowed to create a purist Islamic state.  

 

    Nigerian security forces rapidly put down the uprising after a string of gun battles which left at least 11 rebels and 

two police officers dead. At least 47 suspected militants have been arrested and others have been dispersed. But 

fears remain that foreign backers may be funding local militant groups to foster violence in Nigeria, a country which 

the Saudi-born militant Osama bin Laden has declared as ripe for an Islamic revolution.  

 

    Al-Muntada al-Islami is a charitable foundation which was registered in Britain in 1985, is headquartered in London 

and has offices in 20 African and Asian countries. It supports Koranic schools and builds mosques.  

 

    The fund's backers are understood to be wealthy Saudi businessmen, and British charity records show that last 

year it spent 1.89 million pounds (3.5 million dollars/2.8 million euros) around the world.  

 

    Since the suicide attacks on New York and Washington on September 11, 2001, intelligence agencies around the 

world have accused some Saudi charities of funding "terrorist networks" such as bin Laden's al-Qaeda. Al-Muntada 

has never been explicitly linked to any attacks, but its activities in another African country, Kenya, have caused 



controversy.  

 

    The charity's director in Nairobi, who is also Sudanese, Sheikh Muawiya Hussein, was expelled from Kenya in 

January, officially because of problems with his immigration status, the Kenyan interior ministry has said. But several 

sources and Kenyan press reports have said that he was suspected of links to terrorism.  

 

    In Nigeria, Abdullahi insisted he had been able to prove al-Muntada's innocence in the "Taliban" revolt. "I was 

surprised when I was summoned by the State Security Service to clarify on our association with the Yobe Taliban and 

the alleged financial transactions with the group," he said. "I went along with my two accountants with all our 

documents of financial transactions as well as our account audits up to 2002," he continued. "All our funds come from 

our head office in London which receives donations from individuals for the purpose of Islamic propagation," 

Abdullahi said.  

 

    Nigerian security sources say Al-Muntada has been accused of channelling money to the Taliban through a Kano-

based businessman, Shaharu Haruna, who is currently in detention and has allegedly confessed to links with the 

group. But Abdullahi said Shaharu had simply helped the group out with a cashflow problem caused by the post-

September 11 restrictions placed on money transfers by international agencies seeking to choke off funding to 

extremists.  

 

    "I came to know Shaharu through his boss who is a friend from Niger with businesses here in Kano," he said. 

"International financial transactions are now slower to effect, especially if they involve huge amounts and we 

sometimes run out of money before we receive our remittance from London, which forces us to borrow once in a 

while. "Each time we run into such financial difficulties, I ask this friend for loan. He in turn instructs Shaharu to make 

the money available to us which we repay as soon as we receive our money," Abdullahi said.  

 

    According to Abdullahi the secret police's suspicions were strengthened when one of the arrested Taliban gave the 

organisation's mosque as his address. "But nobody knows this Taliban guy," Abdullahi insisted.  

 

	


