
Lagos The Guardian January 2007 

Lemmy Ughegbe: "Govt Arraigns Daily Trust Director Over Alleged Terrorism" 

THE Federal Government yesterday arraigned a director of the Media Trust Nigeria Limited, Publishers of Daily Trust 
Newspapers, Mallam Muhammed Bello Ilyas Damagun, before a Federal High Court in Abuja for allegedly belonging 
to and running a terrorist organisation, known as "The Nigerian Taliban." 
 
Damagun, 50 years old, allegedly received the sum of $300,000 from a terrorist organisation known as Alqaeda 
World Network, Sudan, the government claims. 
 
According to the first count of the three charges read to him, Damagun was said to have deposited the $300,000, 
which he allegedly received from the Alqaeda World Network with Habibsons Bank Limited at Windson House, 55-56, 
St. James Street, London in account number 21067695. 
 
The Federal Government claims that the accused intended to use the money to carry out acts of terrorism, an offence 
contrary to Section 15 (1) of the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (Establishment) Act 2004 and 
punishable under the same section of the Act. 
 
Damagun was accused of sponsoring The Nigerian Taliban. 
 
Count One of the charge sheet reads:  
 
"That you, Muhammed Bello Ilyas Damagun, 50 years old of No. 5, Fredrick Chilyuba Close, Asokoro Abuja, being a 
member of terrorist organisation known and called "The Nigerian Taliban" on diverse dates (between August and 
September 2003) at Kano, Kano State and other places in Nigeria within the jurisdiction of the Federal High Court did 
facilitate the commission of acts of terrorism to wit: You recruited, sponsored and ferried Nura Umar, Abdul Aziz 
Hamza, Mohammed Ibrahim and 14 others (members of the militia arm of the said Nigerian Taliban) to receive 
combat training on terrorism from a terrorist network known as Ummul Qurah Islamic Camp at Mauritania and thereby 
committed an offence contrary to Section 15(2) of the Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (Establishment) 
Act 2004 and punishable under the same section of the Act." 
 
In count three, he was accused of facilitating acts of terrorism in Maiduguri, Borno State and other parts of Nigeria by 
giving various sums of money and a 10-seater bus with registration No. Kaduna AN 379 ANC and 30 loud-speaker 
public address system to Muhammed Yusuf, an operative of the Nigerian Taliban, in order to facilitate the spread of 
extremism and various acts of terrorism and thereby committed an offence contrary to section 15 (3) of the Economic 
and Financial Crimes Commission (Establishment) Act 2004 and punishable under the same section of the Act. 
 
Damagun pleaded not guilty to the charges and was released on bail. 
 
The prosecutor, Mr. Abdulllahi Mikailu, a state counsel with the Federal Ministry of Justice, however, seemed 
uninterested to prosecute the case as he asked the court for a three-week adjournment to allow him wind up 
investigation into the case. 
 
Mikailu asked the court to adjourn the case for further mention. His request for adjournment was sequel to the "not 
guilty" plea entered by Damagun. 
 
But the suspect's counsel, Mr. Abbas Ibrahim opposed the application for adjournment, saying that the accused could 
not be detained while investigation is still on-going. 
 
He prayed the court to release his client or alternatively strike out the case. 
 
His words: "This shows that the prosecution is not ready, the accused has been in detention for over 12 days." 
 
He further said that the charge did not contain proof of evidence. 
 
Replying, the prosecutor said that the suspect was not brought to the court from detention but from his house 
because he had earlier been granted bail. 
 
He, however, told the court to take note that the accused was charged with a serious offence that involved 



international organisation. 
 
He re-iterated his request for a three-week adjournment to enable him complete investigation. 
 
Mikailu also asked for a court order remanding the accused in the custody of the State Security Services (SSS). 
 
But Justice Binta Murtala Nyako admitted the suspe ct to bail on the production of two sureties worth N1 million each, 
noting that the accused was already on police bail and came to the court from his house. 
 
She said she would strike out the case if the prosecutor was not ready on the next hearing date.  
 
The sureties must have landed properties in Abuja and they must deposit their certificate of occupancy with the court. 
 
She said that the accused must report daily at SSS office and also surrender his international passport. 
 
She consequently adjourned the case to February 24, 2007. 	


