
Abuja Daily Trust Online September 12, 2010 

Ahmed Mohammed: “Boko Haram: From Magrib Prayer to Bloody Jailbreak” 

Gunmen on Tuesday stormed the prison yard in Bauchi where 173 members of the extremist group, Boko Haram, 

were being held among 765 other inmates, freed nearly all of then, and gave the prison hardly any reason to exist. 

 

This was the second time the prison would be subjected to a break-in. The first was in 1992 when a notorious armed 

robber, Jerry Freshman, ran from the Jos Prison where he was kept for armed robbery, broke into the Bauchi prison, 

got onto his brother who was being kept also for armed robbery and ran off with him. They were however killed by the 

military before they could escape. Both had been arrested for alleged armed robbery in Jos but were separated. They 

left Jerry in Jos and brought his brother to Bauchi. 

 

The attack Tuesday night by the suspected Boko Haram sect, left the prison in ruins and showed that the group had 

access to sophisticated weapons. The incident started like a drama when the gunmen outsmarted the security 

operatives, broke locks, roamed the place cell by cell, got almost all the 765 inmates out, set fire to parts of the prison 

and escaped. 

 

The gunmen had arrived town about the time Muslims were breaking their fast and started moves to enter the prison. 

The few armed prison warders tried to stop the break-in but they had arms that could not match those of the 

fundamentalists whose commando-style operation scared many people around the Emir's Drive, Bakaro, Karofin 

Madaki, Kobi Street and Railway areas. The alarmed residents ran for cover from stray bullets. 

 

ATTACKERS MADE WARDERS REMOVE THEIR UNIFORM 

 

Some of the warders who spoke to Sunday Trust said when the gunmen arrived, the men told them to remove their 

uniform and lie down while they shot into the air as they distributed themselves along all the roads leading to the main 

prison yard. The police said they were armed with machine guns and homemade bombs. They said the assailants set 

fire to a section of the prison complex and fought a fierce gun battle with security operatives. 

 

Bullet casings littered the area on Wednesday and the front gate to the prison was blackened by fire. 

 

A prison guard recalled, "the attackers came in large numbers, heavily armed and began shooting in the air and 

scaring everybody off. They then headed to the main prison gate. Some of us were hit while others fled. They burnt 

the vehicles parked outside the gate." 

 



Another guard reflected, "when they arrived, some of us were still praying. They told us not to be scared. They said 

they would not kill us. They said they came only to free some of their members awaiting trial following the religious 

crisis of last year." 

 

The warders said immediately the attackers came, they sought reinforcement from the police, and that if re-

enforcement came in good time, they might have arrested many of the attackers. 

 

No one knows how many the attackers were. The Bauchi State Police Commissioner, Danlami Yar'adua, put the 

number at between 40 and 60 but some prison warders said they could not have been so many. 

 

Anyhow, the armed youths wreaked havoc. They riddled the prison walls with bullets and shattered the glasses of 

vehicles parked in front of the prison. They escaped with one vehicle belonging to a warder. Sharing his experience 

with newsmen, the warder said he was on his way to duty in the evening when they stopped him at a road junction 

and collected his vehicle. 

 

There is a station for soldiers working under Operation Flush in front of the State Ministry of Education, few meters 

away from the main prison yard. The soldiers took to their heels as the gunmen shot one of them dead and burnt the 

Toyota Hilux attached to the soldiers. 

 

In his account of the incident after conducting Governor Isa Yuguda of Bauchi State round the prison Thursday, 

Deputy Comptroller of Prison, Ali Akida, said the gunmen broke 29 cells and that out of the 765 inmates held for 

various offences, 732 escaped. 

 

THE ATTACKERS FIRST DID THE SUNSET PRAYER WITH OTHER MUSLIMS 

 

Akida said the attacke rs arrived with a generator set and cylinder which they used to crack the main gate. He said 

they had earlier joined the sunset prayers at Bauchi Central Mosque, from where they blocked Tina junction and all 

roads leading to the prison yard and opened fire, killing one mobile policeman on the spot and injuring six warders on 

duty. 

 

He said they were armed with AK 47, machine guns, cutlasses and knives and overpowered the prison staff. He 

disclosed, however, that 127 inmates who fled during the attack had returned on their own and that members of the 

various security agencies were working to get back the escapees. 

 

He appealed to district heads to report to the police, the presence of any person whom they feel should not be in their 

vicinity. He said the Bauchi jailbreak is unusual. 



 

He elaborated, "we cannot say that security was inadequate. It was a time when people were getting ready to break 

their fast and were at the mosques praying. There was an element of surprise there. The few squad men we had on 

duty were outnumbered and overpowered, but the police and other security agencies assisted a lot" 

 

The Bauchi State governor agreed with the prison authority that it was a surprise attack. He said, "all of us were 

caught unawares, considering that we are in the holy month of Ramadan when all true Muslims are expected to be 

fasting and praying and not engaging in anything that will lead to the shedding of blood." 

 

The Bauchi State Police Commissioner, Danlami Yaradua, affirmed that 759 inmates at the prisons were released, 

among them 123 Boko-Haram sect members awaiting trial following their arrest last year after the sect attacked 

police formations in Bauchi. 

 

He said investigations by his command has commenced while quite a number of those who had hands in the attack 

have already been arrested. 

 

The police and military units added checkpoints along roads heading out of the city in the hope of rounding up the 

inmates on the run. 

 

THE ATTACKERS THREATENED FURTHER ATTACKS 

 

Leaflets were found at the scene after the attack, threatening of further violence. They wrote message in Hausa 

which was translated to mean, 'This holy work was made possible by Allah's grace.' 

 

The suspected Boko Haram sect announced that its name had changed to Jama'atu Ahlissunnah lidda'awati wal 

Jihad, and claimed responsibility for the evening attack. They did this in two different pamphlets which they dropped 

in front of the prison yard after they had freed their members. 

 

Copies of one pamphlet in front of the prison yard said, "This work of blessing was executed by members of the 

Jama'atu Ahlissunnah Lidda'awati Wal Jihad, which means 'People struggling to restore the implementation of Islamic 

legal system and Muslim independence from Christians and this wicked government, and we don't want to be called 

Boko Haram" 

 

In the other pamphlet, the members of the sect commiserated with the Muslim community over the violence in Jos 

earlier this year, and said for the last eight years, they were preaching peacefully when this present government 

attacked them in the mosque one early morning when they were having their morning prayer. They added, "they 



killed a number of people they wanted to kill, so we will continue to fight this government because fighting this 

government is obligatory. Whoever does not participate would be questioned by Allah. If you can't participate, close 

your mouth." 

 

Most of the residents of Bauchi who either witnessed or heard of the attack on the prisons and the consequent 

release of the detainees, condemned it in its entirety, blaming the sect members for the loss of innocent lives and 

destruction of property. They urged government to ensure that the sect members are apprehended and adequately 

punished in accordance with the relevant laws of the land. 

 

The residents also blamed security operatives, particularly men of the intelligence unit for not acting to stop the 

militants. According to the residents, the attack must have taken weeks of pla n ning before its execution on Tuesday. 

 

Though the number of deaths and the extent of destruction of property were minimal, residents of Bauchi now live in 

fear, considering that all the 123 Boko-Haram members freed from the prison have now joined several hundreds out 

on the streets to foment more trouble. 

 
	


