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"Apostles of Terror" 

    Nigeria may soon record its first terror attack if the activities of some religious militants are not checked. 

 

    After the September 11 2001 terrorist attacks on the World Trade Center [WTC] in the United States of America, 

other civilized nations and the US decided to keep vigil on the activities of terrorists worldwide.   However, by 

checking the activities of terrorists, the US in particular has solicited the cooperation of every country to be able to 

checkmate the wider network of terrorism. 

 

    Similarly, the news of terrorism has become worrisome to the government in Nigeria since this ugly incident.   It will 

be recalled that two months after the September 11 attacks in the US, there was a religious riot in Kano by some 

Islamic fundamentalists protesting the invasion of Afghanistan by the US army.   It will be recalled that earlier this 

year in Yobe and Borno states, some youths believed to be Islamic fundamentalists terrorized government and 

security agents, in particular leading to the killing of some policemen.   The youths who called themselves "Taliban" 

were vicious and opposed to the policies of the state.   They portrayed themselves as men of God.   Military men 

were drafted in when the police could not cope with the fanatics. 

 

    In the same vein, in the Kananma local government area of Yobe state, The Week gathered that some youths 

were arrested by the State Security Service [SSS] in Tudun Wada area of Kano in their training camp.   They were 

allegedly planning to attack the Queen of England, Queen Elizabeth II during her visit to Nigeria.   Her scheduled visit 

to Kano was put off for security reasons.   The youths were suspected to be in league with the "Taliban" in Yobe and 

Borno States. 

 

    Coincidentally, Alhaji Bello Damagum, a native of Yobe state and two others were arrested but later granted bail 

recently in connection with recruiting, transporting and financing youths to send to Mauritania in the name of studying 

the Holy Quran.   However, the suspicion of security agents is that the youths were taken to Mauritania to receive 

terrorist training.   Although the security agents did not state categorically that Alhaji Damagum and others are guilty 

of training terrorists, observers are of the view that the way and manner the youths were taken to Mauritania was 

suspicious. 

 

    The activities of Alhaji Damagum, a member of the board of directors of Media Trust Nigeria, publishers of the 

Trust group of newspapers who allegedly financed the youths' trip from Nigeria to Mauritania came to the limelight 

when the SSS received a report of some youths who came back from Mauritania and were bitter about their 

predicament.   About seven of them allegedly absconded from a camp in desolate and isolated area of Nouakchott, 



the capital of Mauritania.   The SSS arrested two of the youths for questioning.   The state director of SSS in Kano, 

Alhaji Sadiq Dalhatu, paraded the youths, Nurudin Umar Abdullahi, 22 and Hamza Mohammed Ibrahim, 25, before 

newsmen.   They narrated their ordeal thus, "after seven months idling away in the name of Islamic training the 

situation was unbearable, we had to run away." 

 

    The Week gathered that the youths who were transported by road from Maradi to Niamey in the Niger republic, 

Burkina Faso and Mali, were taken by flight to Nouakchott the capital of Mauritania.   They said that they were fed 

with milk cooked in the morning at the camp, rice in the afternoon and that food was allegedly served to them 

sparingly to make them wild enough and to shape them for any kind of training.   The youths were normally recruited 

from the conventional Quranic schools through one Malam Nazifi Inuwa, who selected agile and intelligent youths 

from such schools, while Malam Ma'awuyah Babayo acts as the coordinator from Nigeria to Mauritania. 

 

    The Week gathered that security operatives trailed Alhaji Damagum when they discovered a whooping $1.7 million 

in his account when he had no visible business to justify the amount.   Damagum is under surveillance by the SSS, 

reporting regularly to the counter terrorism department of the service.   A highly placed security source told The 

Week that Inuwa was allegedly angry with Damagum when Nazifi confessed during the investigation that he was 

deceived, stressing that he never knew the mission of Damagum. 

 

    Similarly before the youths were taken to Mauritania they were asked to enter into an agreement, which was 

written in Arabic, but The Week was privy to the translated version of the agreement in English.   The agreement 

reads "However, for those who are interested and opportune, they have to bear the hardship and dedication involved, 

as the studies would be conducted in a village, without modern infrastructure of Islamic schools, but would be in form 

of traditional Islamic Quranic teaching, otherwise known as IJAZA.   Therefore those interested must ensure to have 

perseverance because of the absence of sufficient food and shelter," the agreement stated.   It further added that, 

"you should accept to stay for a period of four years at the venue without coming back home". 

 

    Contrary to the training agreement, the youths were allegedly dumped in desert camp without care.   The youths 

were dumped in the camp for seven months without teaching, contrary to the agreement signed in Nigeria.   This has 

raised serious fear that the youths might have been taken there for training as terrorists.   Dalhatu, while briefing 

newsmen, said, "The Islamic training was very suspicious as the youths claimed that for eight months they were 

taught nothing.   They were just on their own idling away". 

	


