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Uthman Ag Muhammad Uthman: "Abdallah al-Shanqiti, the New Emir of Al-Furqan Battalion in Al-Qa'ida 

Organization"] 

Muhammad al-Amin Ould al-Hasan Ould al-Hadrami, who goes by the name of Abdallah al-Shanqiti, was appointed 

about a month ago as the Emir of the Al-Furqan Battalion to succeed Yahia Abu-al-Humam who was appointed Emir 

for the Sahara region. 

Abdallah al-Shanqiti is the official spokesman for the Sahara region of the Al-Qa'ida in the countries of the Islamic 

Maghreb [AQIM]. The Sahara region is considered AQIM's sixth region and comprises northern Mali and the Great 

Sahara where several battalions including Al-Furqan are deployed. 

The information available on the new Emir of Al-Furqan Battalion is that he was born in 1981 in Nouakchott to a 

family coming from the Province of Atrarzah in southern Mauritania. 

Ould al-Hasan graduated in 2006 from the Higher Institute for Islamic Studies and Research. He presented his 

graduation thesis while in prison on charges of belonging to a jihadist group during the transitional period and the rule 

of former Mauritanian President Ould Muhammad Fal. 

Al-Shanqiti managed to leave prison in 2006 after he spent about 14 months in it. He disappeared from sight before 

emerging as spokesman for AQIM's Emirate of the Sahara Region. 

Ould al-Hasan, or Abdallah al-Shanqiti as he is called in the organization, managed to make noticeable headway in 

the Sahara Emirate, the same as a group of Mauritanian youths who managed in recent years to excel in fatwa and 

preaching among the brigades affiliated to AQIM. 

The name of Abdallah Al-Shanqiti appeared among these youths after the prominence of other names such as Abd-

al-Malik Ould Sidi (Qutaybah) and Ibrahim Ould Muhammad (Abu-Anas al-Shanqiti) who became judge of the Sahara 

Emirate before he was captured in Algeria. 

The Sahara Emirate is one of the most important regions affiliated to Ql-Aq'ida. Its Emir was the Algerian Nabil 

Makhlufi, known as Nabil Abu-Alqamah, who died in a road accident between Ghusi and Gao several months ago. 

He was succeeded by Yahia Abu-al-Hammam who left the Al-Furqan position to the Mauritanian Abdallah al-Shanqiti. 

	


